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SSUPREMEUPREME  CCOURTOURT  RREJECTSEJECTS  LLASTAST  CCHALLENGEHALLENGE  TTOO  

ññUNDERUNDER    GGODODò ò ININ  PPLEDGELEDGE  OFOF  AALLEGIANCELLEGIANCEòò  

Knights of Columbus waged successful defense on 

East and West Coast cases 
The United States Supreme Court has refused to hear an appeal of a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality 

of the Pledge of Allegiance, thus ending a seven year battle involving two separate cases one originating in 

California and the other in New Hampshire.  The Knights of Columbus represented by the Becket Fund for 

Religious Liberty, played a key role in defending the Pledge as a ñdefendant intervenorò in both cases. 

ñThe Knights of Columbus is proud to have played a major role in successfully defending the constitutionali-

ty of the words óunder Godò in the Pledge of Allegiance, ñSupreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. ñWe were 

instrumental in persuading Congress to add those words to the Pledge in 1954, and they express a fundamen-

tal belief that we have held as a nation since our founding, that we óare endowed by our creator with certain 

unalienable rights.ô  The notion that this somehow violates the First Amendment has now been soundly re-

jected by both the First and Ninth Circuit Courts of Appeal, and the Supreme Court has now allowed both 

decisions to stand.  It is a victory for common sense.ò 

The Ninth Circuit upheld the constitutionality of the Pledge in March 2010 and the Supreme Court refused to 

hear an appeal of the California case in March 2011.  The First Circuit upheld the constitutionality of the 

Pledge in November 2010 and the Supreme Court denied certiorari in that case on June 13, 2011. 

....one nation, under Godé. 
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Friends, Iôm just back from the Supreme 

Council Organizational meeting in New 

Haven, and I am energized.  Here I am 

just starting the second lap of my term 

and I feel like Iôm settling in to my stride.   

        More importantly, State Secretary 

Bill Kuchmas came with me to New Ha-

ven.  Supreme Council wants the state 

jurisdictions to be able to build momen-

tum.  Rather than ñfitsò and ñstartsò as 

each new State Deputy takes office, the 

hope is that with the two of us training 

and making contacts together; we will keep the momentum going 

from one administration to the next. 

        Bill and I spent a great deal of time together ï in the car on the 

trip up and back, at the meetings, even out to dinners and dancing 

(not with Bill, with Francine).  Donna was there with Bill, making 

him look good on the dance floor. 

        What we got out of the entire week besides a new game plan for 

this year, is a better understanding of each other.  Bill and I have 

been friends since we first took office as District Deputies back in 

1991. But now we are on another journey ï taking on the leadership 

of the Maryland jurisdiction.  Itôs a great responsibility, but if done 

correctly, a rewarding one. 

       We had a very good year this past year.  Our programs were 

very productive and we reached out to so many people.  You can 

read all about it in the State of the State Report posted on the web 

site, just click on the carousel photo of me giving the report.  But as I 

said then, we just didnôt grow as much as we needed to.   

        So I am pleased to report that Supreme Council has given us 

many new tools to help grow the Order.  Supreme Knight Carl An-

derson reminded us how important our growth is to the continued 

viability of the Catholic Church.  The conclusion ï with over 1.8 

million members, as we go, so goes the Catholic Church. 

        Youôve already heard 

about the revised 1st De-

gree rules so every council 

can now do a 1st Degree.  

Youôve heard about the 

new 3rd Degree that focus-

es on the Holy Eucharist.   

        Youôll soon be hear-

ing about new recruiting 

incentives, including cash 

donations to our state 

Charity Fund account; all 

expense paid trips to California and the Supreme Convention to be 

awarded from a drawing of all Star Council GKs and Star District 

DDs; and Blessed John Paul II memorabilia.   

        Youôll be seeing 4 new TV commercials, that I guarantee will 

make you proud that you are a member of the Knights of Columbus. 

        All of this - to just motivate us to do what weôve always done; 

offering a friend a Form 100ò. 

Pete 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

State Deputyôs Remarks 

Our Lady of Akita is the title 

of Marian apparitions reported 

in 1973 by Sister Agnes 

Katsuko Sasagawa in the re-

mote area of Yuzawadai, near 

the city of Akita in Japan. 

     In 1973 Sister Agnes re-

ported apparitions of the Vir-

gin Mary, as well as stigmata 

and a weeping statue of the 

Virgin Mary, which it is said, 

continued to weep over the 

next 6 years on 101 occasions. 

The nuns at Yuzawadai also 

reported stigmata on the stat-

ue, as well as on the hands of 

Sister Agnes. The stigmata on 

the statue is said to have appeared before the tears started, 

and disappeared after the tears. 

     Sister Agnes only reported three messages from the 

Blessed Virgin during 1973, but the Virgin Mary Statue is 

reported to have continued to weep thereafter. The statue of 

the Virgin Mary at Akita is carved from a single block of 

wood from a tree and is about three feet tall. Sister Agnes 

reported that she first heard the statue calling her, and then 

the first message began. 

     Sister Agnes reports that in the first message the Virgin 

Mary asked her to recite a prayer of reparation together, and 

told her in 1973 that her deafness will be cured. The other 

reported messages ask for the praying of the rosary and to 

pray to repair the sins of others, as Acts of Reparation. The 

second message is said to have included the following: 

ñMany men in this world afflict the Lord. I desire souls to 

console Him to soften the anger of the Heavenly Father. I 

wish, with my Son, for souls who will repair by their suffer-

ing and their poverty for the sinners and ingrates.ò 

     The third alleged message warned of possible worldwide 

calamities if men did not repent and emphasized the need to 

pray the rosary. It allegedly stated that it was the final mes-

sage to Sister Agnes and is said to have ended with the state-

ment: ñThose who place their confidence in me will be 

saved.ò 

     In June 1988 Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (later Pope Bene-

dict XVI) as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 

the Faith, gave definitive judgment on Our Lady of Akita 

events and messages as reliable and worthy of belief. 

Marian Title for July  
 

Our Lady of 
Akita  
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        Stories such as Travisô and Brendanôs are necessary for us to 

remember the human sacrifice that is required for us to live the lives 

we too often take for granted. It is the reason why we ask our parish-

es to include in the general intercessions at Mass each week our 

prayers for the likes of Travis and Brendan. But beyond recognizing 

their sacrifices, we must also do what we can to support them and 

their efforts, including at the local level. 

        During my parish visits, I have been impressed by the proudly-

displayed tributes to parish sons and daughters serving in active 

duty. These often include photos of relatives and friends who are 

serving abroad. Though we donôt like to think of war, we owe it to 

these individuals to put a face on the suffering that wars cause and 

the freedoms they earn. 

        This responsibility extends to our state and federal govern-

ments, too. Unemployment for returning veterans is a major con-

cern. Not only do we owe them the jobs they left behind, but per-

haps even more generous opportunities to provide for themselves 

and their families. And beyond employment, returning combat vet-

erans often face many emotional mental health issues and even 

homelessness are alarmingly high. I applaud the new programs be-

ing developed by the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs 

to reach vets in need, and encourage more be done to show our grat-

itude and appreciation for their heroic deeds. 

       Similar efforts to welcome and support these men and women 

are taking place at the community level and I would hope and pray 

that we may see more such efforts, especially here in our own Arch-

diocese. They were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice one can 

make for another. Shouldnôt we set aside time in our own lives to 

remember, pray for, and actively support them in gratitude for their 

generosity? 

 
[Archbishop Edwin F.. OôBrien, Veterans Need our Support, Prayers, Special to 
The Review, June 9, 2011] 

        In 1970, as a newly-minted Army chaplain, with airborne wings 

fresh out of ñjump school,ò I looked forward to my first leave on the 

4th of July weekend. I was to join a friend at the Boston Commons 

for the chance to hear the Boston Pops, under the direction of famed 

conductor Arthur Fiedler, play the standard patriotic musical fare and 

made plans to fly north. 

        A delayed flight got me to the Commons just as the concert was 

getting underway. As I trudged forward in my chaplainôs uniform I 

was surprised to be received by scattered boos from a number in the 

crowd. 

        Today, gratefully, the sight of a man or woman in a military 

uniform no longer elicits such a response from our American people, 

whether in times of war or peace. They are largely supportive of the 

generous men and women who serve in our Armed Forces, but in a 

very remote way. In other words, many Americans are willing to 

accept that our soldiers are involved in wars and peace-keeping mis-

sions far from home, but offer little emotional investment. Instead, 

they go about their lives, often with little thought to the price being 

paid by others so they can enjoy freedoms here at home. 

        Often, it is holidays such as Memorial Day and Independence 

Day that conjure up reminders of the heroic sacrifices being made 

daily, hourly on our behalf. 

        Such was the case this past Memorial Day weekend when The 

Sun celebrated the lives of Travis Manion and Brendan Looney. The 

two became great friends, nearly inseparable at the U.S. Naval Acad-

emy in Annapolis, the paper reported. They would separate upon 

leaving the Academy, one bound for Iraq, the other for Afghanistan 

as a member of the elite Navy SEALs. Three years ago, Travis was 

killed while trying to drag wounded comrades to safety during an 

ambush. He was buried in a Pennsylvania cemetery until the Friday 

before Memorial Day, when he was reunited with his good friend, 

Brendan, in Arlington National Cemetery. Brendan was killed in a 

helicopter crash last September in Afghanistan, his grieving wife 

able to only find comfort in knowing her husband would be joined in 

death by his best friend. 

VOICES OF THE BISHOPS 

Veterans Need our Support, Prayers 

        The school year ended last month.  The calendar year is now in the second half.  There are all sorts of fiscal 

years, depending on organizations.  And there are fraternal years.  As our new fraternal year begins let us ask the 

Holy Spirit to be with us and our many Knights of Columbus endeavors. 

        We can think of virtually everything we will do as Knights in terms of our faith and spirituality ð and we 

should.  We recruit to offer men, and their families, ways to grow in their Catholic faith.  We serve others because 

the Lord calls us to love our neighbor.  Our K of C causes consistently reflect our faith beliefs, as with support for 

life.  We have faith formation as part of our meetings so we are always growing in knowledge of our Church, its 

teachings, Scripture, and so on. 

        It is so helpful for our spiritual journey to recall the faith motivation we have.  I would like to suggest that the 

more we reflec on that spiritual motivation the more readily we will respond to the many worthy requests for our 

presence and support. 

        It is that encouragement in faith growth that we chaplains are called upon to stress in each council and among all our membership.  It is 

a call we hear from our Supreme Knight and our Supreme Chaplain.  It is indeed the message we read in Columbia magazine and the Orderôs 

other publications. 

        As this fraternal year gets underway, I encourage you to bring your K of C efforts to prayer, and to indeed make sure our meetings and 

outreach efforts are fortified by prayer.  May much be accomplished this year, but especially may each Knight and his family grow closer to 

the Lord through this affiliation.  Finally, I urge you to engage your council chaplain, not only in planning the installation Mass, but in assist-

ing growth in faith throughout the year. 

STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

State Chaplain 
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In an unprecedented move Supreme Knight Carl 

Anderson invited all state secretaries to New 

Haven this year for the state deputies Semi-

Annual Organizational meeting. 

        The supreme knight delivered his address 

at a banquet on June 8, the first evening of the 

five day meeting for newly elected state depu-

ties and those who were reelected for second 

year from the Knights of Columbusô 72 jurisdic-

tions.  Also at the meeting for the first time 

were state secretaries, who were invited to pre-

pare them to take the top position in their juris-

dictions in the coming years.  Wives of all invit-

ed state deputies and state secretaries were also 

at the banquet. 

        The program over the next four days (June 

9-12) included Mass on Friday with Supreme 

Chaplain Bishop William E. Lori at St. Maryôs 

Church, the birthplace of the Order, during 

which the state deputy jewels of office were 

conferred.  In addition, a series of workshops 

and plenary sessions were conducted that fo-

cused on membership growth and retention, 

insurance service, best practices and fraternal 

charity and unity.  

        Supreme Council Board of Directors mem-

ber Ronald White and wife Jacki joined State 

Deputy Peter Davio and wife Francine as 

they introduced State Secretary Bill ñthe 

Kuchò Kuchmas and his wife Donna to rep-

resentatives from the other jurisdictions. 

        In addition to the meeting, the 

Kuchmases had an opportunity to explore 

the Knights of Columbus Museum, mass at 

St. Maryôs church, pay their respects at the 

sarcophagus of Father McGivney, and have 

breakfast in the historic basement of St. 

Maryôs Church where the Order started. 

        Kuch also accompanied Peter over to 

the headquarters offices where they enjoyed 

lunch with Viola Apuzzo. If you ask any 

Maryland Past State Deputy, heôll tell you 

that Viola is almost a  legend in the mem-

bership records office. Now in her 57th year 

with the Knights of Columbus Corporation, 

Viola has served many directors over the 

years and says, ñI still love my job!ò 

        This week ended with a lot of new 

friendships, Sunday mass offered by Su-

preme Chaplain Lori, and breakfast with and 

closing remarks by the Supreme Knight that 

offer much hope and some exciting changes 

in the future for the Knights of Columbus. 

The Order has developed another permanent plan of insur-

ance that is fully paid up in 10 years. This product enjoys a 

high guaranteed cash value as well as participation in our gen-

erous dividend scale (dividends not guaranteed as you know). 

When my three children were born I purchased 20 Pay Life 

policies on them. If the 10 Pay Life was available I would have 

purchased those instead ð just the idea of having a lifetime 

contract fully paid up in 10 years is very satisfying. 

The 10 Pay Life can be used for any age up to 75. This 

offering is extremely popular because of the fully paid up con-

cept in such a relatively short period of time. A 55 year old man 

can have his life insurance paid up when he hits 65. Interesting-

ly, we had a 70 year old gentlemen purchase such a policy us-

ing his RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) because he 

wanted to do ñsomething meaningfulò with those distributions 

instead of just putting them into a bank account earning 1% 

interest. Now he has a legacy vehicle for his wife and family. 

When looking for safe places to park your funds ð whether 

in a lump sum, period payments or just drip and drabs ð talk 

to your Council Benefits Advisor ð ask him to show you YOUR 

OPTIONS with the Knights of Columbus. Weôre one of only a 

very few companies left with a Standard and Poors AAA rating!  

               Bob Marlowe, Jr., Clu, FicF, Lutcf 

        410-823-3800  -  Kc.marlowe@verizon.net 

Know your K of C  Fraternal Benefitsð10 Pay Life 
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IITT  AALLLL  SSTARTEDTARTED  OONN  A PA PORCHORCH  

 

 

          It was January 14th when District Deputy Don Kern first an-

nounced that he had a candidate pregnancy center for the Knights of 

Columbus Ultrasound Program.   

          In that program, funds raised by local councils are matched 

dollar-for-dollar by Supreme Council once a candidate pregnancy 

center has qualified as operating in a manner consistent with the 

teachings of the Catholic Church. 
          The Knights of Columbus recognize that more than 80% of the 

pregnant women that are considering an abortion, change their minds 

once they see the baby in their womb.  The ultrasound units that the 

Knights of Columbus purchase are just another weapon in the arse-

nal for the fight against abortionΦ 
          Today, that process came to fruition and State Deputy Peter 

Davio, District Deputy Don Kern, and Ultrasound Chairman Richard 

Siejack were on hand to present a check to Dan Mohler.  Dan is the 

Director for the Cecil County pregnancy Center, and the check for 

$25,000 will go to the purchase of their long awaited but much need-

ed 4D Ultrasound machine. 

           

          Dan was delighted and grateful to the Knights for their dona-

tion. ñThe centers board, staff, and volunteers want to acknowledge 

the generous spirit and commitment to life which the Knights of 

Columbus so richly exemplify. Truly they are an organization de-

serving our admiration and respect.ò  The following thank you note 

was received from the Cecil County Pregnancy Center: 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCONGRATULATIONSONGRATULATIONS  OONN  TTHE HE NNEWEW  BBABYABY!!  
 

Born:  June 5th, a little after noon.  Weight:  about 32 men heavy. 

        It had been a fair distance from Hagerstown to Cumberland with no 

councils between and previous thoughts just didn't pan out.  Then Father John 

"Jack" Lombardi came along and looked at the Knights as a way to move men 

to be closer to the Church.   Thus the meetings began toward the several-step 

process to decide on how the Knights of Columbus would be involved in the 

parish. 

        The attributes of both a Round Table and a council were presented by 

State Membership Director Martin Luchansky and considered by the initial 

group of men.  They agreed to recommend to Father Jack that they start up as 

a full council. Thus began the encouragement of additional men necessary to 

start.  Next step was to recognize protocol.  Hancock Maryland resides in an 

area of the state that is approximately 2-miles wide from Pennsylvania to 

West Virginia.  As a courtesy, State Deputy Davio contacted the State Deputies of both Pennsylvania and West Virginia, knowing that Saint 

Peter church in Hancock had parishioners from all three states, and got their concurrence with Marylandôs plans.  Next was the decision of 

which insurance agency should take jurisdiction and the Marlowe Agency stepped up with Larry Messer as the agent.   

        End result: thirty-two members became charter members.  In addition, the officers have elected to serve two-year terms to get the coun-

cil on a solid operational footing.  Impressive! Congratulations to the new Chaplain Father John ñJackò Lombardi, District Deputy Bill Kin-

sella. and Grand Knight John Kroschinsky. A final thanks goes to Gary Armbruster, who a year ago was at St. Peterôs church for the Silver 

Rose turnover, saw the opportunity and sensed the time was right, and got the ball rolling.  Now thatôs teamwork in delivering a new ñbabyò, 

the St. Peter and Patrick Council 15297. 
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MARYLAND YOUTH WINS 2011 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUSMARYLAND YOUTH WINS 2011 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUSMARYLAND YOUTH WINS 2011 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS   

INTERNATIONAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS POSTER CONTESTINTERNATIONAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS POSTER CONTESTINTERNATIONAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS POSTER CONTEST 

 This month we honor the 

family of Thomas and his 

wife, Alicia Rappold. They 

have three children: Eliza-

beth, Joseph and Maryrose. 

        Thomas has been a 

member of Bel Air Council 

4714 for 7 years. He is the 

current Knights of Colum-

bus Club President, has 

served as the KC Club Vice President,  Bingo Chairman and he is 

the current Bel Air Council Warden. 

        Alicia, his wife, served as President of the Ladies Group and 

works Friday night Bingo. She also assists in various Council activ-

ities. The children have, also, assisted in various council activities. 

        Alicia participated in the Homeless Shelter Program. She 

cooks and donates meals to Annaôs House. Their children partici-

pated in County recreational programs. Maryrose participated in 

World Teach & Teach for America Program. Joseph served four 

years in the United States Marine Corps with a tour in Iraq. Eliza-

beth supported school soccer programs. 

        When you see him please congratulate him and thank him for 

his many years of service to the Order, to the community and to his 

church. 

State Deputy Peter Davio proudly announced on June 15, 2011 

that Rachel Macairan, a 5th grader at Poolesville Elementary School, 

was one of four international winners in the Knights of Columbus 

Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest. The goal of the contest 

is to increase awareness among young people of the problem of 

alcohol and drug abuse, while encouraging them to speak to other 

youngsters ñin their own languageò to address these vital issues. 

The contest is conducted at the local level with winning entries 

progressing through district/regional and state levels of competition 

to the international level. The winning entries at the international 

level will serve as the basis for a series of anti-substance abuse post-

ers, with creative credit going to their artists, to be distributed inter-

nationally wherever the Knights of Columbus are represented. 

There were two age divisions for entrants, ages 8 to 11 and 12 

to 14. Entries address either alcohol or drug awareness and abuse. 

Entries were judged by a committee of youth, Knights, teachers, 

administrators, students, substance abuse counselors and law en-

forcement officials based on three criteria: slogan, visual and over-

all impact. Miss Macairanôs entry, ñDonôt Waddle Toward The 

Bottleò featuring baby ducks, earned first place in the 8 to 11 year 

old division for alcohol awareness. 

Peter Davio presented Macairan with a framed letter of congrat-

ulations from Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight and a check for 

$250 at the Poolesville Elementary graduation and awards ceremo-

ny held in the Poolesville High School auditorium. 

Notes from the Ladies 
        Pat Padgett and Debbie Thomas extend congratulations to the 

Ladies Auxiliary winners, 1st place, 2nd place and 3rd place, and 

New Activities and Recurring Activities at Maryland State Conven-

tion. Many thanks to all Ladies Auxiliaries who shared their reports 

with us. It was a pleasure to read these reports. May you be blessed 

for all the good work you do.  

        We extend a SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS to Ocean City 

Council 9053 and their Ladies Auxiliary on the Commendation they 

received from the Afghan Government for their donation of over 

100 blankets made by the Council and Auxiliary members and send 

to Afghanistan in year 2010-2011. They are very proud and had the 

Commendation framed and displayed in their Hospitality Room at 

the State Convention. We hope you all got a chance to see it. We 

look forward to the coming year of work for the betterment of La-

dies Auxiliaries across our State. 
 
 

Pat Padgett Debbie Thomas 
 

Co-Chair Ladies Auxiliary and Council Support 

Family of the Month 
Thomas & Alicia Rappold 
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SUDOKU CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

St. John Francis Regis Council 7914, Hollywood 
         

St. John Francis 

Regis Council 7914 

in Hollywood, 

Maryland teamed 

with the St. Johnôs 

Home School As-

sociation to con-

duct the first South-

ern Maryland Sudoku Championship.  

        Sudoku, (pronounced: 

soo-DOH-koo) is a Japanese 

game logic-based, number-

placement puzzle. The objec-

tive is to fill a 9x9 grid with 

digits so that each column, 

each row, and each of the 

nine 3x3 sub-grids that com-

pose the grid contains all of 

the digits from 1 to 9. The 

puzzle comes with a partially 

completed grid, which typi-

cally has a unique solution. 

The puzzle was popularized in 

1986 by the Japanese puzzle 

company Nikoli, under the 

name Sudoku, meaning single 

number. It became an interna-

tional hit in 2005. 
 

      The operation went very 

smoothly (thanks to those 

many helpers who needed 

little guidance). The council 

netted approximately $700 to 

benefit the St. Johnôs School 

Monsignor Harris Scholar-

ship Fund. 

        The winners from top to 

bottom were Aisley Gash of 

California in the most diffi-

cult advanced group with a 

time of 1 hour 06 minutes, 

Jane Ichniowski of Holly-

wood in the intermediate 

group with a time of 49 

minutes, and Jean Schappet 

of La Plata in the novice group with a time of 1 hour 16 

minutes. This makes Aisley Gash the best publically tested 

Sudoku player in Southern Maryland. Congratulations to 

all. 

AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD  

CATHOLIC BEE 
 

Maryland State Council, Overlea 
 

Congratulations to Angela Estaville, a 4th grader and one of four contestants 

from St. Ritaôs Catholic Church in Dundalk, Maryland, she was crowned the 

winner of the 2011 Knights of Columbus Maryland State Catholic Spelling 

Bee. Isabella Holcombe, a 5th grader from St. Joseph Fullerton, was the runner 

up. Contestants from this yearôs Spelling Bee advanced through local council 

and district competitions to advance to the State finals. 

        The finalists were each awarded an Immaculate Conception medallion, 

certificate of appreciation and a cash award.  They also earned matching 

awards for their respective school or parish. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

Pictured from left to right are Joseph E. Murtha, Knights of Columbus Mary-

land State Council Youth Activities Director, Isabella Holcombe, runner up, 

Angela Estavilla, 2011 Maryland Knights of Columbus Catholic Spelling Bee 

Champion, and Joseph M. Feakes, Knights of Columbus Maryland State Pro-

gram Director. 

TEA PARTY FESTIVAL 
 

Fr. George Bardford Council 11248, Chestertown  
 

In Chestertown, Kent County, on Marylandôs East-

ern Shore, the beginning of Summer is marked 

each year by the townôs signature Tea Party Festi-

val. The celebration is a 3-day weekend event cen-

tered around a reenactment of a dumping of British 

Tea overboard from the brigantine Geddes that, as 

local lore and hearsay has it, was conducted by 

town patriots in sympathy with their brethren at the 

more famous Boston Tea Party.         

        There is a rebellious march to the waterfront 

where the period replica ship Sultana is boarded 

and tea and Tories are thrown overboard. Other attractions included Colonial 

costumes, live music and song, concerts, foot races, games, demonstrations, 

parade, and a hilarious raft race of unseaworthy craft where most crews are 

eventually dunked in the Chester River. 

        Numerous hours of effort are put forth by members of the Fr. George 

Bradford Council 11248 members. The task is mitigated however by the fel-

lowship surrounding the project and the knowledge that the proceeds from the 

sales go to support local charities that range from scholarships to organiza-

tions aiding the mentally and physically challenged in the area. 

PGK Tim Carr 

If your Council, Assembly or District sponsors an outstanding activity which should be publicized here, please send the Editor (vhawkinsjr@aol.com) 

a description, AND a photo or two of the event. Your submission will be considered with others in the activity category for inclusion in the next issue. 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD  

THIRD DEGREE TEAM WRAP UP 

THE YEAR WITH PICNIC 

 

Maryland State Third Degree Team, Bethlehem 
 

ñHAPPY BIRTHDAY ANDYò was the order of the day, as the Mary-

land State Council 3rd Degree Team gathered for their annual end of 

the degree season picnic. Past State Deputy and current State Ceremo-

nials Chairman Andy Bauer was adding another candle to his cake 

and the entire team was there to help him celebrate. To avoid creating 

a fire hazard, Jan McGinley wisely put only three candles on the cake 

before making the presentation.  

        The location was Bethlehem Council as its members stepped up 

to host the State 3rd Degree Teamôs picnic and meeting. FDD Jim 

Bugosh was once again swinging the spatula as the crowd dined on 

burgers, hotdogs, sausages, coleslaw, macaroni salad, fresh fruit, and 

of course birthday cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        At-

tendees included fifty-seven team members, all state officers, Su-

preme Council Director, two Past State Deputyôs (both members of 

the team) along with their wives and 10 or 12 other members who 

were on their own for the day. 

        Adding to the occasion, Msgr. Chet and Deacons John Gramling, 

Jim Dominic and Tony Roberts were there to offer Mass for the gath-

ering in the late afternoon. After the meal and the mass, folks gathered 

on Bethlehem Councilôs spacious deck overlooking the water for a 

relaxing close to the day. It doesnôt get much better that that! 

CEMETERY OF THE INNOCENTS 
 

Dr. John H. Griffen Council, No. 2293, Bryantown 
 

On Saturday, June 18th, the Knights of Columbus and the Maryland Right 

To Life installed the 7th ñCemetery of the Innocentsò for 2011 at St. 

Maryôs in Bryantown (Charles County), and the 174th  memorial for the 

preborn slain by abortion since 2004. 

Special thanks to Father Rory Conley for his unwavering pro life stance, 

GK John Van Blarcom, DGK Joe Davis and the members of the John H. 

Griffen Council for coordinating this event. Also, thanks to Alex and Ja-

son Lapinski for the marking of the field,  John Van Blarcom, Ciro Mino-

poli, David Gouge, Perley Waters and Len Palma and kids for the hard 

work of the installation.  

VILLA MARIA  

CHAPTER PICNIC 
 

Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights, Baltimore 
 

The purpose of the Baltimore Chapter 

of Grand Knights is to serve our mem-

ber councils, the Maryland State Coun-

cil and the Knights of Columbus. 

Through our charitable endeavors the 

Baltimore Chapter has excelled this 

fraternal year. 

        No one can disclaim that our first 

100 years of service to both our mem-

ber councils and to the Maryland State 

Council and our charitable activities 

have been remarkable. However, as we 

moved into our 101st year of service, our focus was on increasing 

our charitable activities. In fact, our goal to sponsor the Spring Pic-

nic for Godôs Special Children at Villa Maria, St. Vincent, and Gal-

lagher Center took on a new meaning. Approximately one year of 

planning and countless meetings provided, by most standards, an 

outstanding gift to these children. 

        On June 4, 2011, approximately thirty-seven volunteers com-

prising of Knights and their families met to unfold our new era of 

charitable support of these centers through our summer picnic 

event. We provided hot dogs, hamburger/cheese burgers, snow 

cones and pop corn to all attendees. Our new arrangement of games, 

climbing wall, moon bounce and 

dunking booth were a big hit 

with all participants. Our rides 

provided a great source of enter-

tainment and were high in de-

mand. In addition, we had chil-

dren and adults alike lining up 

for our face painting and tempo-

rary tattoos. To culminate their 

attendance at the picnic we gave 

away to each participant a 

ñgoodyò bag containing movies, 

tee shirts, huggable teddy bears, 

and an assortment of other items. 

        Our goal was to make these children happy and if the size of 

their smiles were any indication, it was in deed a success. 


