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SSUPREMEUPREME  KKNIGHTNIGHT    
AANNOUNCESNNOUNCES  NNEWEW  IINITIATIVESNITIATIVES  FFOROR  KKNIGHTSNIGHTS  

Denver. Colorado - 8/3/2011 
 

In his Annual Report to 

the 129th Supreme Con-

vention, Supreme 

Knight Carl A. Ander-

son announced four 

new initiatives that the 

Order will undertake in 

the coming months. 

        The first initiative 

is the Knights of Co-

lumbus Disaster Re-

sponse Program, 

which will help local 

councils prepare to serve as ñsecond respondersò by 

providing food, clothing and shel-

ter for those affected by disasters. 

Leading the program will be New 

York Fire Dept. Capt. Alfredo 

Fuentes, a member of the Order 

and 9/11 hero, who was critically 

injured while rushing to rescue 

victims at the World Trade Center. 

        A second new program is an 

AIDS outreach to children in 

Africa, where there are millions of orphans to the dis-

ease. To provide shelter and care for these children, the 

Order will partner with the Apostles of Jesus, the first 

religious order of missionary priests and brothers found-

ed in Africa. In pursuing this program, Supreme Knight 

Anderson said, the Knights will be continuing the mis-

sion of Venerable Michael McGivney, who founded the 

Order to help widows and orphans of the 19th century. 

        To support priestly vocations for the military, the 

Knights of Columbus has established the new Father 

McGivney Military Chaplain Scholarship, reserved 

exclusively for seminarians who will, once ordained, 

serve both their home diocese and the Archdiocese for                       

 

the Military Ser-

vices, USA, as a 

uniformed chaplain. 

Thanking the 

Knights of Colum-

bus for the scholar-

ship program, 

Archbishop Timo-

thy Broglio of the 

Military Archdio-

cese said in a talk 

later in the program 

that he could not 

estimate the amount 

of good the new initiative will have for the spiritual wel-

fare of military personnel and their families. 

       Supreme Knight Anderson announced the fourth new 

initiative that will help keep alive the message and legacy 

of Blessed John Paul II. The Knights of Columbus will 

purchase the John Paul II Cultural Center in Washing-

ton, D.C., and establish there a shrine dedicated to the 

late pope and a museum based on the 500-year Catholic 

history of North America, beginning with Columbusô 

voyage to the New World.  ñTrue to Pope John Paul IIôs 

vision, and using 

the story of his life 

as an inspiration, 

this shrine will be 

an opportunity to 

spread the good 

news of the Gospel 

through the New 

Evangelization,ò 

Anderson said. The 

museum , he added, will be a place where generations to 

come will learn the history of the Church and find many 

reasons to be proud to be Catholic. 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson delivered his 2011 report to the 129th Supreme Convention 

ñSo That The World Will Know New Hopeò 
                                                                                                                                      [Carl A. Anderson ] 
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Fresh back from Denver, Colorado, there  

is much to share about the future of the 

Knights of Columbus.   

        Certainly it was an invigorating ex-

perience to be with over 5,000 brother 

knights and their families.  It was striking 

to see 11 Cardinals and 75 Archbishops, 

Bishops and Abbotts on the altar at our 

opening mass.  It was stunning to go out 

for the States Dinner with 2,385 in attend-

ance. It was impressive to know we have 

grown so much that our sessions needed 

to be translated into French, Spanish, 

Polish, and Tagalog in order for all of our members to follow along. 

        We are big and getting bigger.  In our headline story for this 

issue, you see that at the Supreme Convention, we expanded our 

program offerings to include a Knights of Columbus Disaster Re-

sponse Program, an AIDS outreach to children in Africa program, a 

new Father McGivney Military Chaplain Scholarship, and we are 

purchasing the John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington, D.C. 

        To help you in explaining to others who we are and what we do, 

Supreme Council has now provided you with four commercials 

about the Order.  They are quick, they are powerful, and they are 

available to you at the Supreme Council web site for downloading.  

Soon to be released will also be a DVD on the history of Father 

McGivney ï a good tool for promoting the Father McGivney Guild.  

Take advantage of these videos when you conduct your open houses 

or coffee and doughnuts Sundays, or even during the lectorôs portion 

of the councilôs meetings.   

        Elsewhere in the Beacon you will see 

all of the great things we are doing in 

Maryland across all six program areas ï 

things to think about and things to admire.  

One Iôm very proud of is our State Chari-

ty Fund.  Yes itôs been around for awhile.  

But other states donôt do it like we do.  In 

fact we submitted a report to Supreme 

Council explaining how we run our Chari-

ty Fund, and we were just notified that we 

are one of five states that qualified as The 

Best of the Best in the Order for their programs.  Along with that 

notifications will come a credit for $500 from Supreme Council to 

our State Charity Fundôs investment account, which is called the 

Christopher Fund. 

        Finally, Brother Knights who attend our Chapter meetings will 

find new projects there that they can and should get involved with.  

Each project has a specific mission, and a specific deadline.  They 

are quick, they are easy to do, they are projects that will not be done 

at the council or even the district level alone, and if you donôt attend, 

you will miss out.  Come and see what the Chapters have to offer. 

        These are exciting times to be a Knight of Columbus and even 

more so to be a Knight in the state of Maryland.   

        As they used to say on radio, turn on and tune in. Get to know 

who we are and be proud! 
 

 Pete 
 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

State Deputyôs Remarks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows, the Sorrowful Mother or Mother of Sor-

rows, and Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows or Our Lady of the 

Seven Dolours are names by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is 

referred to in relation to sorrows in her life. The Seven Sorrows 

of Mary are popular Roman Catholic devotion. There are devo-

tional prayers which consist of meditation on her Seven Sor-

rows: examples include the Servite rosary, or the Chaplet of the 

Seven Sorrows of Our Lady. Also, there is a corresponding de-

votion to the Seven Joys of Mary. The term ñSorrowful and 

Immaculate Heart of Maryò refers to the combined devotion of 

both the Immaculate Heart and the Seven Sorrows of Mary as 

first used by the Franciscan Tertiary Berthe Petit.  The Seven 

Sorrows are events in the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary which 

are popular devotions and are frequently depicted in art: 
 

1. The Prophecy of Simeon. Luke 2:34-35 or Circumcision of 

Christ. 

2. The Flight into Egypt. (Matthew 2:13) 

3. The Loss of the Child Jesus in the Temple. (Luke 2:43-45) 

4. Mary Meets Jesus on the Way to Calvary. (Luke 23:26) 

5. Jesus Dies on the Cross. (John 19:25) 

6. Mary Receives the Body of Jesus in Her Arms. (Matthew 

27:57-59) 

7. The Body of Jesus is Placed in the Tomb. (John 19:40-42) 
 

It is common devotion for Catholics to say daily one Our Father 

and seven Hail Mary for each sorrow. 

Marian Title for September  

Our Lady of 
Sorrows  

 

SUBMISSIONS  
 

When your council has an event worthy to be shown to the entire State, 

write an appropriate article 300 to 400 words long, mentioning the 

Council, title and date in which it took place; attach a photo or two and 

send everything to me at vhawkinsjr@aol.com by the 15th of the previ-

ous month of publication. Action photos are preferred to posed groups, 

and if they show our logo somewhere, even better. Your submission 

will be evaluated with similar ones to appear in a future issue. 

   Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Editor 

These are 

exciting 

times to be a 

Knight of 

Columbus 
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T 
he legal system of the Church is perhaps one of the least known 

aspects of our life as a community of faith. Yet, it has functioned 

since the early centuries of the Church. Nothing has played a more 

prominent role, over the centuries, in the legal system of the Church than 

the Tribunal of Church court. The place where justice was to be found and 

the truth discovered, the Tribunal is still a significant aspect of the service 

the bishop is to give the people of his diocese. Some history may be illus-

trative. 

        In the early centuries of the Church, the bishop was the judge along 

with others, he may have appointed to assist him. The case brought to him 

for his decision may have been contentious or Disciplinary. If it was con-

tentious, it would have involved a dispute among two members of the 

Church. But if the case was disciplinary, the bishop would be asked to 

examine the conduct of a member of the Church; perhaps even a crime 

that was committed. Few, if any, cases would have involved marriages. 

The bishop was free to make a decision predicated upon the information 

that was provided by those bringing the accusation before him. There was 

little, if any, procedure he was bound to follow in resolving the matter. 

      As the centuries passed, and Christianity began to influence the Euro-

pean culture, the Church began to accept the influence of Roman law and 

incorporate certain aspects of it into its legal system. For instance, if the 

decision of the bishop was not to the liking of one involved in the case, an 

appeal or the opportunity to seek a more authoritative review was now 

possible. The judge became more respected and the tribunal process be-

gan to become much more formalized. Still, cases were primarily discipli-

nary in nature and usually involved heretics. 

        The Middle Ages saw the Church accept not only the influence of 

Roman law but also Germanic law. While the former would seek the deci-

sion maker to act decisively, the latter would require the decision maker 

to seek reconciliation among those believed to be harmed. This period 

saw judges beginning to take a more active role in the investigation of 

cases brought before him but obligated to follow little by way of proce-

dure. The types of cases continued to be contentious and disciplinary. 

        By the 12th and 13th  centuries Church tribunals began to flourish and 

become well respected. The Germanic law influence was lost and the 

dominant influence was Roman law with its clear procedures and its de-

veloping jurisprudential understandings. During this period a document 

seeking the service of the judge was now required before the trial could 

begin, a formal declaration of the purpose of the trial was necessary, those 

accused were now to have legal representation, witnesses were limited in 

number, deadlines for acting before the judge were introduced and the 

process for handing down a decision was established. More importantly, 

however, the notion of the indissolubility of marriage became fixed. As a 

result, tribunals now heard cases involving contentious matters, discipli-

nary matters and matters involving marriages. During this period, mar-

riage nullity cases, as we know them today, began to appear in significant 

numbers in tribunals. 

        In response to the rigid process that had been developed for the reso-

lution of, what was now primarily, marriage cases in tribunals, the 14th   

and 15th centuries saw a more informal tribunal process available.  

Marriage cases were now quickly dispatched with very little semblance of 

what had been known just a century ago. For instance, the formal request 

for the service of the judge was no longer required and the formal declara-

tion of the purpose of the trial was not needed. Essentially, the judge was 

to quickly gather the evidence or proofs upon which he was to make a 

decision and quickly decide the matter. Nothing else was necessary. This 

process could be used for all cases that came to the tribunal. Still, most 

cases involved the indissolubility of marriage. This process would not 

have an extended life. 

        By the 16th century, to the surprise of few, the process was clearly 

being abused. The tribunal was to utilize the more formalized process and 

they were to be appointed. In all marriage cases, someone whose task 

was, specifically, to defend the marriage bond was to be appointed. Addi-

tionally, every decision in favor of the nullity of marriage was to be ap-

pealed to a higher court for its review of the matter. By this time, much of 

the process and those to be involved in the process for cases involving the 

nullity of marriage was now established. It is this process that is used in 

tribunals to this day. 

        The 20th  century saw the promulgation of the law of the Church, for 

the first time, in one complete source or Code. In the Code of Canon Law 

could now be found the procedural law that would dictate how a trial, still 

primarily marriage cases, was to be conducted. To further assist tribunals 

in their processing of marriage cases, the Holy See would issue instruc-

tions to further clarify the procedural law of the Church. It would be at 

this time that, since cases brought to tribunals remain in large part those 

involving the bond of marriage, Church courts became known as Mar-

riage Tribunals. 

        Today, tribunals function according to the procedural law of the 

Church as it is found in the current Code of Cannon Law, promulgated in 

1983. While the procedure used in trials has remained largely unchanged, 

what has changed significantly are the types of cases that come before 

tribunals. Nine years ago saw the introduction of cases that, once again, 

involved matters of discipline or crimes. While tribunals were well versed 

in procedural law regarding cases involving marriage; few tribunals were 

prepared for other types of cases. That is no longer the case. 

        Tribunals today would be well prepared to deal with any type of case 

that is presented. It could be a case involving marriage nullity, but it could 

also be a case involving a crime that has been committed or the rights of a 

Church member that may have been violated. While in years past, all 

members of the Tribunal would have been priests, that is no longer the 

case today. Some positions within the tribunal must be held by a priest, 

but other positions are well served by very competent lay people. 

        Tribunals provide a great service to the Church today. Led by the 

Judicial Vicar, who acts in the name of the bishop of the diocese, the tri-

bunal is the place where people often find healing and justice. While 

some offer unjust criticisms of the work of tribunals, what cannot be dis-

puted is that, for many, the Church tribunal is where Christ is met and 

mercy is found. 
[Rev. Gilbert J. Seitz, J.C.L., Judicial Vicar] 

VOICES OF THE BISHOPS 

When thinking of our Orderôs highly rated insurance program one 

might have the tendency to think of the Orderôs insurance operations as 

completely separate from the Orderôs fraternal operations. Some may 

think they are two distinct entities, with two distinct sets of goals and 

ambitions. In reality the Orderôs Fraternal and Insurance operations 

work side by side on all fronts. 

     For example, when the Order makes an investment decision we have 

a three way litmus test to determine whether to put money in that direc-

tion: 1) Is it good for the Brother Knight who is investing his funds with 

us?; 2) Is it good for the Order in general? Will it allow us to continue 

funding our fraternal and charitable operations as an organization?; 

and 3) Is it good for the charitable beneficiaries of the Orderôs works? 

     Will we be able to help the people who depend upon us for help 

each year? Will we be able to continue to lobby and support Catholic 

values and issues that are big picture in scope? 

     The Orderôs Fraternal and Insurance operations were one united 

front when Fr. McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus. Today is 

no differentðjust much larger in scope. When you do business with the 

Knights of Columbus, you are not just helping your familyðyou are 

helping all those that the Knights of Columbus fraternal and charitable 

tentacles reach out to. 
 

Bob Marlowe, Jr., Clu, Ficf, Lutcf 

410-823-3800ðKc.marlowe@verizon.net 

Making the Insurance/Charity Connection 
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In early August I had the opportunity to 

attend the 129th Supreme Convention in 

Denver.  It was, of course, a good time 

with the Maryland delegation, but it 

was also an experience of international 

Columbianism.  For example, I again 

visited with some of the Polish priests 

who are helping the Order get started in 

that country (we have now met on sev-

eral occasions).  I sat next to the Arch-

bishop of Granada, Spain on the bus 

from the States Dinner, and he told me 

how he would like to see the Knights in his country.  And I joined 

in the state song of Canadaôs Alberta Province at that dinner, since 

I was seated at a Maryland-Alberta table. 

        The Chaplainsô meeting this year, the day before the conven-

tion started, had more than 75 chaplains in attendance.  With the 

help of Fr. John Grace, the Director of Chaplain Services, and the 

Orderôs support, we chaplains are getting to know one another bet-

ter, sharing more, and building our own chaplain fraternity.  Of 

particular interest was the resolution to change the Chaplainôs Re-

port to the Chaplainôs Message, and to move it forward in the 

council meeting agenda.  (If you would like the text of this resolu-

tion please email me at frdonaldg@gmail.com.)   

        To me the Supreme Convention is more a spiritual retreat and 

a pep rally than a meeting.  The three liturgies, with excellent hom-

ilies and participation, as well as the moments of interspersed pray-

er, reminded us we are Catholic first and throughout.  The business 

portion, highlighting what the Order can do because of the collec-

tive membership and resources, is truly impressive.  Working to-

gether as Knights we can accomplish so many things for both 

Church and society. 

        Apart from the convention, I think we all get a taste of that 

international flavor and the great good that can be accomplished by 

reading through Columbia magazine or visiting the Orderôs web-

site, www.kofc.org.  Those resources are also wonderful places for 

spiritual messages, and evidence of how our faith underpins what 

we do.  If they are not part of your regular reading, you might like 

to check them.  In the Knights, as in the Church, we are each part 

of something much bigger than ourselves. 

STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

State Chaplain 

Sacred Heart Council 2577, Bowie, MD 
 

Saturday morning I attended the Funeral 

Mass of Alan Jones. Alan was one of 

the members of Sacred Heart Councilôs 

Team 4 Bingo Kitchen Crew who al-

ways seemed to have a good word to say 

and see the bright side of any situation. I 

liked Alan and I have missed his pres-

ence in the kitchen after he got too ill to 

help. One of the things I found out about 

Alan was he was an oblate of the Bene-

dictine Monks. Essentially, he was a lay 

brother of the Benedictines.  

        He was buried in his cassock. I bring this up because I was-

nôt aware of Alanôs affiliation with the Benedictines. Maybe I 

didnôt talk with him enough, or maybe it didnôt come up in con-

versation. Either way, I never saw an outward sign or symbol 

signifying the affiliation. What I did know was Alan was a good 

man who knew the true meaning of the word ñCharityòð which 

is the first tenant of our order. 

        Thinking about Alanôs association with the Benedictines led 

me to ask myself could I say the same thing about me being a 

member of the Knights of Columbus. Does anyone know I be-

long? The Knights do not ask us to be more than what we are, 

ñPractical Catholic Gentlemenò. The Knights merely ask us to 

practice our faith as any other Catholic Gentleman would practice 

his faith. I have found in the four Parish Communities associated 

with the Sacred Heart Council of the Knights of Columbus, there 

are many Catholic Gentlemen who are not Knights who act as I 

would expect Knights to act. They are, as we are, leaders in their 

parishes constantly striving to serve others and their communities. 

So I ask, how can we tell a Knight from the multitude of good 

practical Catholic Gentlemen we have in our Parishes? 

 

How can we tell a Knight from the multitude 

of good practical Catholic Gentlemen 
 

        In the First Degree we all received a pin as an outward sign 

of our joining the Knights. Those who lead within the Knights are 

also given a badge stating their name and their position. This is 

another possible sign. 

        So I ask each of you, if you have the pin you received at your 

First Degree or a name badge saying you volunteered to serve 

your Council at some time or another, try to remember to wear 

them when you go to Church. If you have a Maryland State Coun-

cil pin, you could wear that as well. If anyone asks you about the 

pin or the badge, proudly tell them you are a member of the 

Knights of Columbus and how you earned the badge or pin. Tell 

them how you would love to have them as a member of your 

Council and will do what it takes to get them in or welcome them 

back. 

 

 

HOW COULD WE KNOW? 
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129
th
  Supreme Convention 

ñMaryland My Marylandò 

Maryland State Council Officers, State Delegates, 

  Families and Friends  gathered with Knights from 

     throughout the world to review a very successful 

         year and focus on Supremeôs future plans  

            goals and objectives. 

Supremeôs New Initiatives 

   - Knights of Columbus Disaster Response Program 

      - AIDS Outreach To Children In Africa 

          - Fr. McGivney Military Chaplain Scholarship 

              - John Paul II Shrine and Museum 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

óA+ô For The Membership & Program Seminars 

Communications         Training                        Lectures 

Charity Activities     Senior Citizens Programs Retreats 

Membership  Retention Star Council 

Pro-Life Activities 

Church Activities 

Community Activities 

Council Activities 

Youth Activities Family Activities 

Recruitment  Activities 

Columbus Day Ball 

T 

O 

O 

T 

S 

I 

E 

 

R 

O 

L 

L 

S 

Special Olympics 

C

A

R 

 

R

A

F

F

L

E 

 

Keep Christ In Christmas 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Maryland State Council, MD 
         

Do you want to increase your understanding of our Catholic Faith?  Did 

you know that the Catholic Information Service can provide you on-line 

courses and supplemental booklets that explain our faith and the under-

lying beliefs?  The CIS was started by the Knights of Columbus in 1948 

to educate people about the beliefs and practices of the Catholic 

Church.  

        The Luke E. Hart and Veritas Series can be used as reference ma-

terials for your councils and parishes to learn more about their faith in 

order to have meaningful conversations or defend our Catholic values 

on controversial issues to others.  Recognize that we are all responsible 

for the evangelization of our faith. 
 

Faith, gives a basic understanding of the relationship between 

faith and reason, faith and authority, and faith and the Church. 

If you want to put your faith in action, itôs a good idea to 

know what the Church teaches about faith. 
 

        Phil Tabbita of District 12 has given each of his councils a set of 

these booklets for their use.  Fr. Reutemann, Associate Pastor at Sacred 

Heart Parish and Chaplain of Archbishop Neale Council # 2279 has 

been conducting monthly classes using these booklets to outline the 

issues and explain the Churchôs position and rationale for support.  

Topics covered were Sanctity of Marriage, Annulments, Homosexuali-

ty, Contraception and Euthanasia. 

        To get more information on these outstanding courses and book-

lets, visit the following web site:  http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/

index.html, or contact Vince Grauso, MD State Council Religious Out-

reach Chairman, (410) 531-3463 or vgrauso@yahoo.com. 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS  
 

James C. Fletcher Council 11422, Largo, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proud parents, families, friends and parishioners looked on with glee 

as 11 of their very own were presented with financial scholarships 

from the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council and the KC Ladies Auxiliary. 

Through council and auxiliary functions conducted throughout the 

year, and significant donations, nearly $15,000 was acquired for the 

scholarship program.  Fr. Roy Campbell thanked the council for an 

excellent effort, congratulated the college bound students and en-

couraged them to stay focus as they go forward to accomplish their 

academic goals. 

 

LATINO TRAINING COMES TO MD  

San Juan Bosco Council 14726, Frederick, MD 
 

St. Johnôs school cafeteria on August 17th was the site for the first 

formal Knights of Columbus council training session conducted 

completely in Spanish in the Maryland jurisdiction. 

        San Juan Bosco Council 14726 council officers and Grand 

Knight Julio Valcarcel received a complete presentation on Knights 

of Columbus organizational architecture, and roles and responsibili-

ties from Supreme Council Hispanic Development Field Coordinator 

Levi Leyba. 

        State Spanish Language Council Advisor, D.J. Birner was slat-

ed to make the presentation, but due to work conflicts, was unable to 

attend. Happily Levi, who calls New Mexico his home, was in the 

area doing training in Pennsylvania and 

agreed to fill in. 

        Levi was working from a training 

module created by the Maryland State 

Councilôs Training Team. The module 

was developed in both Spanish and 

English and Council 14726 was its first 

audience. District Deputy Dirk Griffin 

and State Deputy Peter Davio were in 

attendance to see the presentation on its 

maiden voyage. Aside from a few grammatical errors in translation, 

the presentation more than adequately filled the bill. 

        San Juan Bosco Council will be three years old in April 2012, 

but in their short existence have now had five Grand Knights and 

two Financial Secretaries, so this session was more than welcomed. 

        The presentation is slated for the other Latino councils and the 

English version for our college councils once they return from sum-

mer break. 

 

You must  be KIDDing!  

Fr. Michael C. Kidd Council 14455, Mitchellville, MD 
 

Most of our readers will recall that 

last year State Membership Director, 

Martin Luchansky conducted a mem-

bership promotional campaign called 

Bounty Hunter.  A cash award was 

presented to the Brother Knight who 

was the proposer of the new member 

that brought us to 25% of our quota.  

The May 2011 issue of the Beacon 

reported that Brother Winifred Barias 

from Father Kidd Council 14455 was the winner having been the pro-

poser for the 400th and 401st new members to our Order.  

        Our June issue of the Beacon reported that Father Kidd Council 

swept the convention awards ceremony taking home 14 separate awards 

with them; including two programs that qualified for Supreme Council 

Service Program competition.  On August 8, State Deputy Davio re-

ceived a letter from Supreme Council announcing that Father Kidd 

Council won 4th place in the International Service Programs Awards 

competition. 

        This year, Martin is running another membership promotion, called 

Take Your Lady out to Dinner.  Sponsors of a new member can complete 

a form for each new member and submit it for a monthly drawing.  Each 

monthôs winner will be presented with a $100 check or certificate to take 

his lady out to dinner.  Our first winner was announced at the Member-

ship/Program seminar held at St. John the Evangelist Church in Severna 

Park.  

        Happily receiving his check was Brother Andre McCoy from ï you 

guessed it, Father Kidd Council.  Although having been a member of the 

parish for over 10 years, Andre just joined the Knights himself two 

months ago! 

        Andre was reminded that although the check was made out to him, 

since all of those attending the seminar that evening were witness to his 

award, he better spend it on his wife because sheôs going to hear about it 

one way or the other. 

        Congratulations Andre! 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/index.html
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CATHOLIC SCOUTING  
 

Holy Trinity Council 3413, Servena Park, MD 
 

One of the ways the Knights of Columbus can help Catholic Scouting is 

through the promotion of the Boy Scout, Girl Scout and Camp Fire Reli-

gious Emblem Programs.  Each (arch) diocese has a Youth Ministry 

office or a Catholic Committee on Scouting that is responsible for these 

programs. 

        The Boy Scout Religious Emblems Program is divided between 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.  For Cub Scouts, the parents are the counse-

lors for the Religious Emblem Programs. There are two religious em-

blems, the Light Of Christ and the Parvuli Dei.  For the Boy Scouts, 

Religious Emblem Counselors that are approved by the Diocesan Catho-

lic Committee on Scouting are the counselors.  There are two emblems 

for Roman Catholic Scouts, the Ad Altare Dei and the Pope Puis XII. 

For Eastern Rite Catholic Scouts, the Light Is Life Emblem is the em-

blem earned instead of the Ad Altare Dei.  Finally, there is also a Reli-

gious Emblems Reference Manual that gives a detailed description of 

the administration of these Boy Scout Religious Emblem Programs. 

The Girl Scouts and Camp Fire Religious Emblems Program is divided 

up by grade levels.  The first Religious Emblem is The Family of God , 

for Grades 2 and 3.  The second religious emblem is I Live My Faith, for 

Grades 4 thru 6.  The third religious emblem is Mary, the First Disciple, 

for Grades 7 thru 10.  Finally, the forth religious emblem is The Spirit 

Alive, for Grades 9 thru 12.  These programs are described in more detail 

on the National Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire 

(NCCGSCF) web site.  The NCCGSCF is a constitutive member of the 

National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM). 

To become a Catholic Scouting Religious Emblems Counselor, contact 

your Youth Ministry office or (Arch) Diocesan Catholic Committee on 

Scouting.  For the Archdiocese of Baltimore, contact Vicki DeRuggiero 

at 410-371-8936 or vicki.deruggiero@ssa.gov.  For the Washington 

Archdiocese, contact Santa Bigony at 301-262-8645 or 

msbrn@aol.com.  For the Diocese of Wilmington contact Benjamin 

Feril at 410-287-8892. 

        Further information on Catholic Scouting Religious Programs can 

be found on the National Catholic Committee on Scouting web site 

http://www.nccs-bsa.org/, the National Catholic Committee for Girl 

Scouts and Camp Fire (NCCGSCF) web site http://www.nccgscf.org/ 

or the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM) web 

site http://www.nfcym.org/. 

        Details on the (Arch)Diocesan Catholic Scouting Religious Pro-

grams can be found on each of the (Arch)Diocesan Scouting Web pages: 

Baltimore http://www.archbalt.org/scouting/, Washington 

http://www.adw.org/youth/yth_scout.asp and Wilmington 

http://www.cdow.org/scouting.html. 

 If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-760-8484 

or KB3CPV@ARRL.NET. 

AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

PRO -LIFE ACTIVITIES  

Maryland State Council, MD 
 

        Linkages is a new initiative of the Maryland State Council Pro-

Life Activities Program.  Its purpose is to foster effective relationships 

between Pregnancy Care Centers (PCCôs) and Knights of Columbus 

councils throughout the State of Maryland. 

        There are approximately 40 PCCôs in Maryland, each of which 

provides a variety of services to expectant women.  Typical services 

may include counseling, providing baby clothing and equipment, and 

offering housing and financial referrals. In almost every situation, they 

operate with modest funding, relying on volunteer labor for many of 

their activities. 

        Linkages encourages councils to reach out to their local PCC in an 

effort to offer them support and assistance, and thus strengthen the 

centers to more effectively pursue their joint goal of advancing pro-life.  

As every center is unique in its needs and every council is unique in 

what it can provide, conversations between the two organizations 

should result in the development of programs that make sense for both.  

For example, these may include conducting a baby bottle campaign to 

raise funds, collecting clothing and baby supplies for women and chil-

dren, sponsoring fund-raising dinners, providing volunteers to upgrade 

the center facilities, or assisting the center in qualifying for the 

Knightsô Ultrasound Program.  The ñlinkageò opportunities for coun-

cils and centers are practically limitless. 

        The chairman of Linkages is Terry Waters, PGK of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Council.  He is in the process of contacting the council pro-

life chairmen to give them further details and information about the 

program.  Terry can be reached at tewaters@coca-cola.com and at 301-

216-1941. 

SPOTLIGHT ON A SEMINARIAN  

Maryland State Council, MD 
 

 Nicolas Sungenis 
  Hometown: Columbia, MD 

  Parish: St. Louis, Clarksville, MD 

  School: Providence College 

  Seminary of Our Lady of Providence 

  Studying for the Archdiocese of  

  Baltimore 
 

Support from the Knights of Columbus 

reminds Nick that he is loved and sup-

ported by the church he is serving.  The funds he received are a 

means and a blessing to cover basic necessities of travel, food 

and clothing.  The Knights give him great peace of mind and 

reaffirm his desire to follow the Holy Spirit calling him.  Nick 

believes God provides through the Knights.  The support re-

minds him of Matthew: Chapter 6 ñThe heavenly Father will 

provideò.   

        Nick reminds us that the Knights are a brotherhood unified 

with the church and share the mission to follow our vocations 

while helping each other.  Nick is looking forward to the new 

school year and being able to help the new class of seminarians 

get adjusted. 

        If you need more information on sponsorship of a seminari-

an, please contact Vince Grauso (410-531-3463) for Baltimore 

Archdiocese or Wilmington Diocese or Jose Baca (410-257-

0254) for Washington Archdiocese (Religious Outreach Chair-

men). 

http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/index.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/LightOfChrist.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/ParvuliDei.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/AdAltareDei.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/PopePiusXII.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/LightIsLife.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems/AdAltareDei.php
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/pdf/ReligiousEmblemsReferenceManual.pdf
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/pdf/ReligiousEmblemsReferenceManual.pdf
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/index.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/fog.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/ilmf.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/mtfd.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/tsa.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/programs/tsa.htm
http://www.nccgscf.org/
http://www.nccgscf.org/
http://www.nfcym.org/
mailto:vicki.deruggiero@ssa.gov
mailto:msbrn@aol.com
http://www.nccs-bsa.org/
http://www.nccgscf.org/
http://www.nfcym.org/
http://www.archbalt.org/scouting/
http://www.adw.org/youth/yth_scout.asp
http://www.cdow.org/scouting.html
mailto:KB3CPV@ARRL.NET
mailto:tewaters@coca-cola.com
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Stand in Faith  
 

Archbishop Neale Council 2279, La Plata, MD 
        

Father John Reutemann, associate 

pastor at Sacred Heart and chaplain 

of Archbishop Neale Council 2279, 

has been conducting monthly 

"apologetics" classes that he calls 

State in Fide (Stand in Faith).  So 

that Catholics can stand in the public 

square or hold their own in private 

conversations with their families and 

friends; they need to know more than 

the basics.  Father John has been marching through controversial issues: 

Sanctity of Marriage, Annulments, Homosexuality, Contraception.  On 

July 28th, I dropped into his fifth class: ñEuthanasia & Other End-of-Life 

Issues.ò    

        In each class Father John lectures for about 30 minutes outlining the 

issues, the Church's positions, and the rationale and support for the posi-

tion.  He then takes questions.  Usually another thirty minutes, but he 

stays until everyone's questions are answered.   He has 30 to 50 students 

in each class.  Open to everyone, knights and their families are always in 

attendance. 

        A constant in each class is the 

Veritas series of pamphlets.  For each 

class Father John uses these Knights of 

Columbus pamphlets as course materi-

al.  He finds they do a great job of 

covering the subjects with lots of doc-

umentation, cites and notes directing 

the reader to other reliable resources.  

In support of Father Reutemann's ef-

forts, we were able to arrange for the 

Supreme office - Catholic Information Service - to supply copies of the 

books to him free of charge.  Every student leaves the class with a copy of 

the relevant pamphlet for further study.    

        "Since its founding, the Knights of Columbus has been involved in 

evangelization. In 1948, the Knights started Catholic Information Service 

(CIS) in response to blatant anti-Catholic bias in other religious media in 

order to educate non-Catholics about the beliefs and practices of the Cath-

olic Church. Over time, this  outreach has expanded to include  

publications for parishes, schools, retreat houses, military installations, 

correctional facilities, legislatures, the medical community and any indi-

vidual who requests them" from: 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/about.html. 

        In District 12 every Council has a complete set of the Veritas series,  

Luke E. Hart series, and St. Joseph 

series of text.  Each Council is using 

the books in various ways.  Maurice J. 

McDonough Council 12128 displays 

many of the pamphlets at every Coun-

cil event.  Anyone who wants to read a 

book is free to take one.    

        The Luke Heart series is an or-

dered collection of thirty pamphlets 

that walk through key elements of our 

Faith - following the Catechism - 

through numbered pamphlets in three 

areas: What Catholics Believe 

(Theology); How Catholics Pray (Worship); How Catholics Live 

(Morality).  Many of the texts can be downloaded in print and audio MP3 

for free.  The CIS offers an online course based on this series. 

 

 

        The Veritas series addresses dozens of topics in well written and 

carefully documented pamphlets written by various experts including our 

own Cardinal Wuerl.  Again some of the texts can be downloaded in print 

or audio for free. CIS also offers a "Faith Formation" online course using 

this series. They also offer a correspondence course. 

        When hard copy books are ordered, the charge is $1.00 each; but free 

of charge to chaplains of veterans' hospitals, military installations of all 

branches, correctional facilities and to missionaries working in developing 

countries.  

        We knights have all been charged to continue to learn our Faith - a 

never ending endeavor.  What better resource than CIS publications under 

the tutelage of our chaplains?  

AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

Notes from the Ladies 
 

        The Maryland State Council Ladies Auxiliaries Chairwomen, 

Pat Padgett and Debbie Thomas, are proud to announce the for-

mation and Charter Installation of Our Lady of the Valley Auxil-

iary, located in Middletown, Maryland.  The Installation took 

place at Holy Family Catholic Community Church. District Depu-

ty, William J. Kinsella and District Warden, Sean T. Kelly, along 

with the Maryland State Ladies Auxiliary Chairwoman, Pat 

Padgett, installed:  Father Rob Jaskot, Pastor and Ladies Chaplain; 

Auxiliary officers Elly Jack, President;  Kathy Handiboe ï Vice 

President; Denise Turner, Recording Secretary; and, Lynn Tish, 

Corresponding Secretary. The new Auxiliary was instituted with 

20 members.    

        We extend our congratulations and best wishes to Our Lady 

of the Valley Ladies Auxiliary. 

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/cis/about.html

