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My Brothers and Ladies, looking back on 

the past several weeks itôs easy to see we 

had an impressive month through our 

programs.  Our programs are, who we are 

and what we are all about.  They are how 

others see us so we need to be aware of 

that perception.  So letôs review what they 

saw.   

        The state Charity Fund golf tourna-

ment, state family picnic, and our state 

trip to Nashville were all a hit, going off 

better than expected.  We supported the 

Guadalupe Radiothon to raise money for 

Catholic radio broadcasting in the Washington metro area, and 

kicked off our 40 days for life campaign with a Pro-Life Mass at St. 

Hugh parish in Greenbelt.  All of this was in addition to all of the 

great council activities that were conducted during that time. 

        Certainly, membership is always a priority, because we can do 

so much more in our programs with more men on the team.  But to 

leverage what we are already doing, Supreme Council Membership 

Programs Consultant, J.P. McCusker has called for all State Depu-

ties, State Membership Directors, and State Program Directors in his 

region to a meeting on October 2 in Richmond.  The objective is to 

share what we are doing in each state with the other state jurisdic-

tions ï looking for opportunities to improve on program perfor-

mance.  Hopefully Iôll have more to report to you next month. 

        In the mean time I call your attention to the articles in this issue 

submitted by State Chaplain Father Grzymski and Archbishop Dolan 

from New York.  They are a good read for every member of our 

Knights of Columbus family.  Father Donald always has a message 

that helps us stay focused on where we need to be going in our pro-

grams and how we need to be thinking.  Archbishop Dolan shares 

with us his perception of who we are and how we are valued.  I hope 

you enjoy them as much as I did. 

        Looking ahead, our programs this month are dedicated to both 

Our Lady and our patron.  Our celebrations of our patron Christopher 

Columbus will occur during October 8 ï 10 with a ball, a wreath 

laying in Baltimore, and our participation in the international cele-

bration at Union Station in Washington D.C.  But our dedication to 

Our Lady will continue throughout the entire month.  Please find 

room for Our Lady and her rosary in your busy schedules.  Remem-

ber she is our friend and our protectress; our program accomplish-

ments only occur with her and through her intercession. 

        Speaking of programs, see you at the Navy football game on 

November 5th.  Go Navy! 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

State Deputyôs Remarks 

According to tradition, on Janu-

ary 2, 40 AD, in the early days of 

the Church, James the Greater, 

one of the original Twelve Apos-

tles of Jesus Christ, was evange-

lizing the Gospel in what was 

then the pagan land of Caesarau-

gusta, now Zaragoza. He was 

disheartened with his mission, 

making little progress having 

only few converts who had been 

traveling with him. In his des-

pair, while praying by the banks 

of Ebro River, Mother Mary mi-

raculously appeared before him 

and his group, comforting him 

and promised to help. Mary gave 

him a column or pillar as a sym-

bol, being carried by angels with an image of the Mother 

on top. James was instructed to build a chapel on the spot 

where Mary left the pillar, a place where she and the pillar 

would dwell forever; so that by the grace of God, will 

marvel those who believed and asked in their hour of 

need.  

        James returned to Jerusalem after establishing the 

church in Zaragoza and was ordered beheaded in 44 AD 

by King Herod Agrippa I. The land he left eventually be-

came believers of Christ through the works of his disci-

ples. 

         This is believed to be the very first apparition of 

Mary, and the only one before her assumption. Mary was 

still living in Jerusalem at that time, and was believed to 

have appeared to James through bilocation. The church 

established by St. James is the very first church dedicated 

to Mother Mary in the history of Roman Catholicism. 

Marian Title for October  

Our Lady of  
       the Pillar  



October 2011 The Beacon Page 3 

 

VOICES OF THE BISHOPS 

Make us always aware that we are constantly observed. . . . 

 

Alleluia!  My brother knights 

August 18, 2011 

Last month I had the honor and joy of attend-

ing the International convention of the 

Knights of Columbus, this year in Denver. 

Close to 3,000 knights and their wives crowd-

ed the "mile high city" for meetings, camara-

derie, business, prayer, and festive celebra-

tion. It was a grand time. 

        Among the conventioneers were dozens 

of my brother-knights from New York, and I 

was delighted to be among them.  Our time 

together allowed me to let them know once 

again how very much I admire and appreciate 

the efforts of this sterling fraternal organiza-

tion. 

        My great-uncle, Ed Troy, was a knight, 

and managed their popular bowling alley in 

Webster Groves, Missouri, when I was a kid, so I have long been fasci-

nated by them. While a graduate student in American Church history at 

The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., I was invited 

to become a knight by Mr. Ed Malloy, the father of the retired president 

of the University of Notre Dame, Father "Monk" Malloy, and, at the 

subsequent meetings, socials, and apostolic efforts, as I made my way up 

to Fourth Degree, my respect for them deepened. 

        In the meantime, I found Faith and Fraternalism, the scholarly his-

tory of the Knights of Columbus by Christopher Kaufman, one of my 

university professors, issued for the centennial of the Knights of Colum-

bus in 1982, to be illuminating reading. As you probably are aware, they 

were founded in 1882 by the Venerable Father Michael McGivney - - 

who, please God, will one day be a saint - - in neighboring Connecticut. 

Men in those days were attracted to popular secret fraternal societies, 

which provided elementary insurance benefits at a time when there was 

no "social safety net," a chance for socializing, and a network of friend-

ship and support. Unfortunately, most such fraternal societies in the 

America of that era (e.g., the Masons) did not at all welcome Catholics, 

and were, in fact, suspicious of them.  Thoughtful bishops and pastors 

urged their men to avoid such organizations, but it was the resourceful 

Father McGivney who said, "Let's start our own." 

        Today, of course, the Knights of Columbus is the largest volunteer 

organization in the world, a tremendous credit to the Church, and an 

acclaimed resource to our country. All of that vitality, pride, and faith 

was colorfully evident in Denver, and I was happy to be part of it. Any-

body who thinks the Catholic Church in America is "on-the-run," in 

retreat, or listless, should attend a Knights of Columbus convention! 

They are joyfully confident in their Church! 

        I am so grateful for the dynamic presence of the Knights of Colum-

bus in our Archdiocese of New York. They often graciously provide an 

honor guard for me at liturgies throughout our counties, and I never pass 

up the opportunity to thank them for their commitment. 

        Especially do I appreciate their efforts in four areas. First is their 

unflagging pro-life effort. A goal of the Knights for 129 years has been 

to bring the values of the gospel and the Church to the public square. 

While the Knights firmly believe in the American tradition of the separa-

tion of Church and state, they have never fallen for the fallacy of a sepa-

ration of morality and politics. Thus, they have been an unswerving 

force in defense of the life of the unborn baby. In fact, at the Denver 

meeting, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson called upon Catholic politi-

cians to be people of integrity and courage in allowing the clear teach-

ings of the Church to affect their decisions. They also "put their money 

where their mouth is" as they work hard to provide care and support for 

God's special children and their parents who are faced with mental and 

physical challenges, children some members of the "culture of death" 

claim should never be born. 

        Two, they are heroic in their support of Catholic education. Hun-

dreds of students in the archdiocese are able to attend Catholic schools 

because of scholarships from the Knights. Annually, the Knights of the 

archdiocese present me with a generous check to support some of our 

struggling schools.  They are indeed "regents" of our blessed Catholic 

schools. 

        Three, I applaud their promotion of vocations. Yes, they are vigor-

ous in their defense of marriage and family. But they are also indefatiga-

ble in their push for vocations to the priesthood and consecrated reli-

gious life.  Once again, they annually present me a gift to support our 

seminary, vocation office, and programs to help women and men discern 

a vocation to serve Jesus and His Church as a sister, brother, or priest. 

        Four, they have been bold in their defense of the Catholic faith. In a 

positive way, they have long offered attractive explanations of our be-

liefs to a culture at times nervous about the wisdom of the Church. But 

they have never shied away from loyalty to the Church when its freedom 

is threatened. 

        In Denver, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson was particularly elo-

quent in his expression of concern about contemporary attacks on reli-

gious liberty, especially regarding our beliefs in the true nature of mar-

riage, the rights of the unborn baby, conscience protection for our 

healthcare workers and institutions, and parental choice in education. 

        Alleluia! My brother knights, I thank you for your vigorous, una-

pologetic Catholic faith, your active charity and compassion, your devo-

tion to God, Church, country, faith, and family, your love of the Holy 

Father, of bishops and priests (hard to find at times these days!), your joy 

and your hard work. I'm proud to be one of you! May your members 

only increase! 

 

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan 

 

It's finally here!!! The Knights of Columbus Income Armour Plan is approved for Maryland!! 

For those that are still working, this is a great plan to protect your most valuable asset....your 

ability to earn an income. Please contact your Field Agent today to learn more about the newest 

offering from the Knights of Columbus!! 
 

Remember, there is no higher rated insurance company than the Knights of Columbus AND we 

are the highest rated CATHOLIC company. Why would you do business with anyone else? :) 
 

Oh....our annuities are still earning a GUARANTEED minimum interest rate of 3%. How are 

your CD's and other investments doing? 
                                             Harry J. Canter, MBA, FICF 

              301-262-4300ðhjcanter@comcast.net 

Making the Insurance/Charity Connection 



Page 4 The Beacon October 2011 

 

Each October, as we prepare to cele-

brate Columbus Day, I like to reflect on 

the ñAdmiral of the Ocean Seas,ò the 

one who is our namesake as Knights.  

We think of Columbus discovering the 

ñNew World,ò but we canôt be sure if 

he understood the fullness of what he 

opened to the nations and people of 

Europe.  Over the centuries the impact 

of the ñdiscoveryò has been better un-

derstood. 

        The experience of a fuller under-

standing over time has been true throughout history, and may well 

be the same for us today.  Could the Apostles have imagined the 

Church of today?  Could so many missionaries have imagined the 

growth of the local churches they helped establish, to the point of 

these churches sending missionaries?  Could Fr. McGivney have 

anticipated the growth and impact of the Order he founded?  I sus-

pect the Apostles, and missionaries, and Fr. McGivney had days of 

discouragement, and relied on prayer to keep them and their calls 

on track.  It is true for all of us. 

        As we live our faith and serve both our Church and communi-

ty as Knights, we may be setting the stage for the future in ways we 

canôt imagine.  What is important is that we are faithful in striving 

to do what we are asked to do, what we see needs to be done, and 

even what may seem very challenging to do.  We do this best when 

we are strong in faith, reliant on prayer, and confident in Godôs 

grace. 

        October is also the month of 

the rosary, and we are reminded 

that the rosary is a wonderful form 

of prayer, offering the opportunity 

for reflective prayer on mysteries of 

our faith while saying familiar 

prayers.  Each decade can offer the 

opportunity for particular intentions: perhaps pray for family needs 

on one decade; pray for Council and Order needs on another; etc.  

Praying the rosary can be a very worthwhile practice, and this is a 

wonderful month to re-try this form of prayer if it is not already a 

regular practice. 
   

Happy Columbus Day!   
 

Vivat Jesus! 

STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

State Chaplain 

Maryland State Council, MD 
 

Winners of the 2010-2011 Star Council, Columbian, Father 

McGivney and Foundersô Awards have been announced by the 

Supreme Council office.  Maryland State winners included 21 

councils. The totals for the other awards were:  57 Columbian 

Award winners; 14 Father McGivney Award winners; and 17 

Foundersô Award winners.  There were also Double Star winners 

(see listing that follows the council award winners). 

        A complete listing of award winners follows. The listing is 

in alphabetical order and contains the council number followed by 

one or more of the letters: C (Columbian Award), M (McGivney 

Award), F (Foundersô Award) and S (Star Council Award). 

 

* SHINING STARS * 

нлр /           /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ {ƘŜƘŀƴ ƻŦ .ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ 
моср { tŀƴƎōƻǊƴ  
мофо / ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ 
мптл / {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
нллн { IŀǾǊŜ 5Ŝ DǊŀŎŜ 
нлср { {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
нмсф { CŀǘƘŜǊ wƻǎŜƴǎǘŜŜƭ 
ннло /κC tŀǘǳȄŜƴǘ 
ннтп C wŜƎƛƴŀ /ƻŜƭƛ 
ннтф / !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ bŜŀƭŜ 
ноно / aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ 
нрнм / /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ Dƛōōƻƴǎ 
нртт / {ŀŎǊŜŘ IŜŀǊǘ 
нтфт { wƻŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪ 
опмо / Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ 
пппф / {ǘΦ !ƎƴŜǎ 
птмп / .Ŝƭ !ƛǊ 
рлру / .ƛǎƘƻǇ {Ŝōŀǎǝŀƴ 
рнлу / LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ [ŀŘȅ 
рнсо / !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ tΦ YŜƻǳƎƘ 

роум /κa aƻǘƘŜǊ {Ŝǘƻƴ 
рпун / WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ 
смуу { /ƻǊǇǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝ 
стфо / CǊΦ tŜǘŜǊ tŀǳƭ aŀƘŜǊ 
сфлм { hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ CŀǝƳŀ 
тлнр / CǊΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WΦ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅ 
тсмн / !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ Cǳƭǘƻƴ WΦ {ƘŜŜƴ 

тутл /κC /ŀƭǾŜǊǘ 
тфмп / {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ wŜƎƛǎΣ {W 
тфпм / CǊΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ DΦ aŎaŀƴǳǎ 
умрф { LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ 
унрм C {ƻǳǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
утос / [ƻƴƎ DǊŜŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
фмнт / {ǘΦ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿ 
фнру { hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀ 
фолн / {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ 
фтнф { {ǘΦ LƎƴŀǝǳǎ 
фулу / .ƛǎƘƻǇ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ²Φ [ȅƻƴǎ 
фумр /κa hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜ 
ффсу /κa LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ 

мллпс { {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘƻǾŜǊ Iƛƭƭǎ 
млмлл / aŀǎƻƴτ5ƛȄƻƴ 
млрнр / {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƻŦ tƻǇƭŀǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ 

млуур /κC {ǘΦ IǳƎƘ 
млфрт /κC {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ·ŀǾƛŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
ммлнп / CǊΦ IƻǊŀŎŜ .Φ aŎYŜƴƴŀ 
мммлр / {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ 

 
мммлс / {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ¢ƘŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘ 
мммтм a {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ¢ƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ 
ммнмп / {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǧŜ 
ммнпу a CǊΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘ 
ммолп / vǳŜŜƴ hŦ ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ 
ммопм { wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ 
ммотн / CǊΦ aŀǳǊƛŎŜ WΦ ²ƻƭŦŜ 
ммпнн / WŀƳŜǎ /Φ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊΣ WǊΦ 
ммпуп /κC Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ 
ммррн / {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿ .ȅ ¢ƘŜ .ŀȅ 
ммсмр /κC CǊΦ !Φ [Ŝƻ !ōŜƴŘǎŎƘƻŜƴ 
ммсму C {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ bŜǳƳŀƴƴ 
ммсмф / 5ŜŀŎƻƴ WƻƘƴ [ȅƴƴ 
ммсом / {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘτ¢ŀƴŜȅǘƻǿƴ 
ммтло /κC hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ hŦ ¢ƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
ммтмр / !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ WƻƘƴ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭ 
ммтсф /κa   hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ hŦ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ 
ммумр a {ǘΦ LƎƴŀǝǳǎ hŦ [ƻȅƻƭŀ 
ммуфу { {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ 
ммфтр / hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ aǘΦ /ŀǊƳŜƭΣ {ǘΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ {ƘǊƛƴŜ 

мнлрп a {ǘΦ Wƻŀƴ hŦ !ǊŎ 
мнмнт /κC hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ hŦ DǳŀŘŀƭǳǇŜ 
мнмну { aŀǳǊƛŎŜ WΦ aŎ5ƻƴƻǳƎƘ 
мнмул { CǊΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ IŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
мннрп a CǊΦ tŜǘŜǊ /Φ .ƻȅƭŜ 
мннрр / {ǘΦ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ 
мнрнп { {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ hŦ !ǎǎƛǎƛ 
мнтфс /κC {ǘΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ hŦ wƻŎƪǾƛƭƭŜ 

моллу / aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ aΦ ²Ŝƭƭǎ 

молсф a hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ hŦ ¢ƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ 
молфм / CǊΦ {ŜōŀǎǝŜƴ 5Ŝ wƻǎŜ 
монфл / {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ 
монфп { {ǘΦ !ƭǇƘƻƴǎǳǎ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜȊ 
монфр /κC {ŜŘŜǎ {ŀǇƛŜƴǝŀŜ 
моурф / tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
мофун a hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ hŦ [ŀ ±ŀƴƎ 
мплмм { {ǘΦ YŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŜ 5ǊŜȄŜƭ 
мплфф a wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ hŦ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ 
мпмуф / WƻƘƴ WŀŎƻō wŀǎƪƻō 
мпнфт aκC {ǘΦ wƻǎŜ hŦ [ƛƳŀ 
мппрр { CǊΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /Φ YƛŘŘ 
мпроп a /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ WƻƘƴ .ŀǊǊȅ 
мпрор aκC  {ǘΦ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ tŀƭƭƻǩ 
мпртн { WŜǎǳǎ ¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ 

мпсмн { {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ bŜǊƛ 
мпттр C WŜǎǳǎ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ ²ƻǊŘ 
мрлло C {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ .ŀǝȊ {ŀƛƴȊ 

нтфт { wƻŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪ 
сфлм { hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ CŀǝƳŀ 
мллпс { {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘƻǾŜǊ Iƛƭƭǎ 

мппрр { CǊΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /Φ YƛŘŘ 
мпртн { WŜǎǳǎ ¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ 

мпсмн { {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ bŜǊƛ 

** Double Star Winners ** 

Could Fr. McGivney 

have anticipated the 

growth and impact of 

the Order he  

founded? 

SUBMISSIONS  
 

When your council has an event worthy to be shown to the entire State, 

write an appropriate article 300 to 400 words long, mentioning the 

Council, title and date in which it took place; attach a photo or two and 

send everything to me at vhawkinsjr@aol.com by the 15th of the previ-

ous month of publication. Action photos are preferred to posed groups, 

and if they show our logo somewhere, even better. Your submission 

will be evaluated with similar ones to appear in a future issue. 

   Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Editor 
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Welcome Home To Our Heroes 
James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 379,  Westminster, MD 
 

The James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 379 received a call from the Opera-

tion Welcome Home Program requesting assistance in acquiring supplies for 

the returning soldiers. The Assembly had provided such assistance in previous 

years. Also, the Assembly had gone to BWI Airport on a regular basis to wel-

come home the returning military service men and women with a heroôs wel-

come. However, this time around much more was asked of the Assembly. 

This included providing all of the desperately needed supplies and a  full turn-

out of knights to handle all of the associated logistics and to be on hand to 

welcome our worthy heroes. Support was provided from Assemblies and 

Councils from throughout the state of Maryland. 
 

It was an amazing day.  About 30 minutes 

before the flights arrived, family and 

friends started to gather to pick up their 

loved ones. One of the volunteers talked 

to this little girl who was there to pick up 

her daddy. The volunteer was reduced to 

tears, because when she asked the little 

girl what her daddy looked like, so she 

could help look for him, the little girls 

answer was ñI donôt know what he looks 

like, I have pictures of himò. How many times does this same story play out? 

The sacrifice that is made is not only by our troops but by their families left at 

home. 
 

We want to thank all of my brother Knights and family members who came 

forward to support this amazing patriotic event. Also, much thanks to the 

Master of the 4th degree, Steve Thomas for spreading the word and encourag-
ing other Assemblies to get involve as well. Some of the Assemblies involved 

plan to make this a quarterly event, now. This work is important for us as 

Knights of Columbus, especially the Fourth Degree. Hopefully this event will 

grow beyond one truck. Perhaps the next trip will require multiple trucks and 

trailers full of supplies for our returning heroes. 
 

God Bless our troops,  

 God bless their families and  

            God bless the USA.  

AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

We Will Always 

Remember 
Thank You For 

Your Sacrifice 


