
December 2011 The Beacon Page 1 

 

 
 

  

 

December 2011       A monthly newsletter of the Maryland State Council, Knights of Columbus      Year 2  ð  No. 6  

Carroll County - October 1, 2011 

Westminster Council 1393 partnered with the 

St. John Roses Ladies Auxiliary, the St. Vin-

cent de Paul Society, and several Carroll 

County agencies to conduct a day dedicated 

to providing quality of life resources to the 

homeless in the area. 

        In preparation for the event, Brother 

Knights received formal training at The Porti-

co of St. John on September 13.  During that 

time, they were advised of their specific areas 

of responsibility and how the program was 

going to be conducted.  

        On the big 

day, citizens were 

transported from 

predetermined 

pick up points, to 

Winters Mill High 

School in West-

minster by Carroll 

Area Transit Sys-

tem buses and 

vans from Change 

Inc. 

When the clients 

arrived at the High 

School, they were met at the bus by "greeters" and escorted into the 

high school. Once inside the high school, they were teamed up with a 

"guide" who remained with them throughout 

the entire time. The only time that the guide 

was not personally with the client was during 

any legal discussion or and for any restroom 

break. Volunteers and guides wore red to be 

easily located during the dayôs activities.  At 

no time were the clients permitted to roam 

about the school unescorted. Both uniformed 

and plain clothes officers from the Carroll 

County Sheriff Department, as well as K-9 

patrols, were highly visible throughout the 

day. 

        The first order of business was to escort 

the clients into the cafeteria where they were 

given breakfast and beverages. During this 

time, the guide established a relationship with the client, information 

was obtained and the services needed were discussed. Brother Knights  

also attempted to help them feel at ease with the program advising 

them that we were there to help them and that there would be no charge 

for any services rendered during the day 

and that we would remain with them 

throughout their stay.  

        Once the client's needs were deter-

mined, the actual program began. Clients 

could see a dentist, consult with an attor-

ney about any number of legal issues, and 

obtain their birth certificates and Maryland 

Identification card through MVA. They 

could also receive their flu shots, have an 

eye examination, get assistance with hous-

ing and employment needs, get assistance 

with a stop smoking program, receive a 

physical examination from the State of 

Maryland in 

their mobile 

health care van 

and many oth-

er services.  

        Once they 

had completed 

the services 

program, they 

were given a 

bag of 

"goodies" 

from various 

service organi-

zations that 

included clothing, hygiene and health care supplies and a bag of 

food. Clients were then escorted to the cafeteria for a hot lunch and 

asked if they needed anything else. Last-

ly, they were escorted to the bus area for 

the return trip to their original pick up 

location. 

        Twenty-five council members were 

involved in the project that ran from 9 

AM to 4 PM and many of those who 

volunteered then went to 4:30 Mass at St. 

John in honor of Respect Life Weekend. 

      One other passing note on this. We 

actually got a form 100 on this from one 

of the employees at DSS!!! During a side 

discussion about this event and the 

Knights of Columbus, we asked him why 

donôt he join us and together we can real-

ly get something going. He said - ñNo one ever asked beforeò- - - - 

Unfortunately, he is out of town for our next First Degree, but we will 

get him ASAP. 

  

 

Whatsoever You do to the Least of My Brothersé 
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My Brothers and Sisters, soon we will be 

celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.  Itôs a 

really great time of the year as long as we 

donôt let the commercial pressures get in the 

way.  Sadly we must also remember to stand 

firm against the secularism that tries to drive 

the name of Our Savior out of the season.  

Keeping Christ in Christmas is our mission.   

Look for opportunities to remind others that 

we all deserve a Merry Christmas. 

        Looking back over the past month, we 

had some memorable events.  Certainly, 

kicking off the month with the Navy ï Troy 

football game at Annapolis was a fun way to 

get things going.  Details are provided elsewhere in this issue.  Also 

presenting the 2012 Mustang to our Incentive Program winner was a 

pleasant experience.  You can read all about that in this issue as well. 

        Many of us were especially touched by the personal experience of 

giving wheelchairs to our military veterans during November 10th 

through 12th.  They had so many stories to share; some of them making 

us realize just how lucky we were not to have experienced what they did 

during their tours of duty.  More importantly while delivering those 

wheelchairs to the five facilities we selected, we acquired many new 

stories.  There were so many stories, that I have asked our State Newslet-

ter Editor Vernon Hawkins to run a special edition just on the season of 

giving ï with a specific focus on the wheelchair program and our ñcoats 

for kidsò project.  That issue will be released much later in the month.  

Keep an eye out for it. 

        Later in the month I attended the State Deputyôs mid term meeting 

back in Nashville for an informative and enjoyable time, but this time 

with our State Chaplain Father Donald Grzymski.  Our Supreme Knight 

Carl Anderson is cranking up his message regarding our responsibility as 

Knights of Columbus to evangelize the world.  Working hand in hand 

with Father Donald during our break-out sessions was quite helpful in 

this regard, especially in deciding how it should apply here in Maryland 

ï more to follow in upcoming issues. 

        As we neared the end of the month, we all just spent some time 

giving thanks to God for all the blessings that surround us (and I mean 

not just for a full dinner table and a good football game).  Hopefully, 

Mary has made you aware of all of gifts that fill your life.   

        I firmly believe that one of those gifts in my life is my membership 

in the Knights of Columbus and I hope you feel the same way. So, Iôm 

asking that in this month of giving, you think about that Catholic man 

you know that is not already a Brother Knight and offer him the gift of 

membership.  We will all be better for the experience. 

        From Francine and me, a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 

healthy new year. 

State Deputy Peter Davio 

STATE DEPUTYôS REMARKS STATE CHAPLAINôS MESSAGE 

There are so many wonderful legends 

and stories of Christmas: the silence of 

the night, the angels singing, even of 

the animals talking!  Collectively they 

remind us that this is a very special 

season, and that we are blessed to have 

the Light of the World come into our 

midst during the darkest part of the 

year.  Perhaps for us as Knights it is a 

happy coincidence that we are at the 

mid-point of the fraternal year as we 

celebrate Christmas.  It is a pause from the routine, and a time to 

celebrate with family and friends, and in our parishes and councils.  

May this feast remind us that Christ must always be at the center of 

what we do, and when He is present, then the light will be a little 

brighter and the going a little easier. 

        It seems that Christmas prompts people to be more charitable 

than at any other time of the year.  May our charity always reflect 

that Jesus came to earth as the great gift of the Fatherôs love.  It 

seems Christmas brings people together for more pageants, carols 

and social time than any other season.  May our unity reflect that 

our oneness is rooted in the Savior of the world, for in becoming 

our brother He makes us children of the Father.  It seems Christmas 

cards and gifts remind us to reach out and re-connect with special 

people, even if only once a year.  May our fraternity never be lim-

ited, but truly celebrated during this holy time. 

        Christmas is such a unique opportunity for us to help people 

remember ñthe reason for the season.ò  It can also help us remem-

ber the need for Jesus throughout 

the year, and that we share this 

message at a time when some are 

more disposed to hearing it.  While 

the month of December is always 

busy, remembering why we do 

these things will help us to both 

accomplish the tasks and to enjoy them.  May our activities of De-

cember always come around to celebrating the birthday of Jesus.   

        My prayers and best wishes are with you and your loved ones 

for a holy and blessed Christmas Day and Christmas Season.  I will 

remember you at the Masses of Christmas. 
 

Merry Christmas!  Vivat Jesus! 
 

Council Chaplain Conferences 
Fr. Donald  Grzymski, State Chaplain, Maryland, MD 
 

Please share with your Council Chaplains: Calling all priest/deacon 

chaplains to a Conference reviewing the latest from Supreme on 

the role of the chaplain, sharing ideas, furthering collaboration.  

Each meeting will run from 1:00 ï 3:00 pm.  Geared to each Chap-

ter area, but attendance by the chaplains is welcome at any session: 
 

§ January 12, 2012: Baltimore Chapter Conference at St. Clement 

Church, 1212 Chesaco Avenue, Rosedale, MD  21237. 

§ January 19, 2012: McNamara Chapter Conference, location being 

finalized. 

§ January 25, 2012: Seton Chapter Conference at St. Timothy 

Church, 8651 Biggs Ford Road, Walkersville, MD 21793. 
 

Registration will soon be sent, but please share the dates with your 

chaplain. 

Fr. Donald Grzymski, OFM  Conv. 

May this feast remind us 

that Christ must always 

be at the center of 

what we do é. 

The holidays are here!! During this time, we often 

think of our loved ones. Your Knights of Columbus 

Field Agents are also thinking of your loved ones as well. When 

they come into your homes, they can help you determine how 

much life insurance you need on yourself. This is so your loved 

ones can maintain the same standard of living that they have 

today. Nothing more---nothing less. 
 

While this might not be exactly what you think about during the 

holiday season, I can not think of anything that says love of your 

family, like buying additional life insurance on yourself. Have a 

Blessed holiday season!!! 
 

 Harry J. Canter, MBA, FICF 

 301-262-4300 - hjcanter@comcast.net 

New Fraternal Benefit 
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SUBMISSIONS  
 

When your council has an event worthy to be shown to the entire State, 

write an appropriate article 300 to 400 words long, mentioning the 

Council, title and date in which it took place; attach a photo or two and 

send everything to me at vhawkinsjr@aol.com by the 15th of the previ-

ous month of publication. Action photos are preferred to posed groups, 

and if they show our logo somewhere, even better. Your submission 

will be evaluated with similar ones to appear in a future issue. 

   Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 9, 1531 Juan Diego, a simple indigenous peas-

ant, had a vision of a young woman while he was on a hill in 

the Tepeyac desert, near Mexico City. The lady told him to 

build a church exactly on the spot where they were standing. 

He told the local bishop, who asked for some proof. He went 

back and had the vision again. He told the lady that the bish-

op wanted proof, and she said ñBring the roses behind you.ò 

Turning to look, he found a rose bush growing behind him. 

He cut the roses, placed them in his poncho and returned to 

the bishop, saying he had brought proof. When he opened his 

poncho, instead of roses, there was an image of the young 

lady in the vision. 
 

Today, the icon is displayed in the nearby Basilica of Guada-

lupe, now one of the most visited Catholic shrines in the 

world. The Virgin of Guadalupe is Mexicoôs most popular 

religious and cultural image, with the titles ñQueen of Mexi-

co, Empress of the Americas, and Patrones of the Americas. 

Marian Title for December  

Our Lady of  
    Guadalupe  

VOICES OF THE BISHOPS 

 

BISHOP LORI URGES CONGRESS TO DEFEND 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

OCTOBER 26, 2011 

 

WASHINGTONðToday, the head of the Ad Hoc Committee for 

Religious Liberty of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) called on Congress to defend the American legacy of reli-

gious liberty, during a hearing before the Subcommittee on the Consti-

tution of the House of Representatives Judiciary Committee. 

        Chairman, Bishop William E. Lori of Bridgeport, Connecticut, 

noted several recent actions by government entities that mark the ero-

sion of the freedom of religion, often called the nationôs ñFirst Free-

dom.ò These actions include a health coverage mandate that would 

coerce employers to pay for services for which they have moral objec-

tions, such as abortion, sterilization and contraceptives, and govern-

ment contracting decisions that exclude agencies unless they provide 

such services. 

        He called for passage of three bills before Congress: the Protect 

Life Act (H.R. 358), the Abortion Non-Discrimination Act (H.R. 361), 

and the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (H.R. 1179).  ñAll three 

go a long way toward guaranteeing religious liberty and freedom of 

conscience for religious employers, health insurers, and health care 

providers,ò he said. 

        As to the illegal conditions placed on religious providers of human 

services, he said, ñthis may call for a Congressional hearing or other 

form of investigation to ensure compliance with the applicable con-

science laws, as well as to identify how these new requirements came 

to be imposed.ò  ñAdditional statutes may be appropriate, possibly to 

create new conscience protections, but more likely to create private 

rights of action for those whose rights under the existing protections 

have been violated,ò he added. 

        He also urged the House to reject the Respect for Marriage Act 

(H.R. 1116), which would repeal the Defense of Marriage Act 

(DOMA). DOMA, which was signed by President Clinton in 1996, 

defines marriage as between one man and one woman for purposes of 

federal law and leaves states free to define marriage as they see fit. 

Bishop Lori added that the U.S. bishops ñapplaud the decision of the 

House to take up the defense of DOMA,ò which the U.S. Department 

of Justice has refused to defend in court. He called on the House to 

continue that defense ñfor as long as necessary to obtain definitive con-

firmation of [DOMAôs] constitutionality.ò 
 

He added that the Department of Justiceôs decision to 

abandon DOMA seems to ñwarrant congressional inquiry.ò 
 

        Bishop Lori highlighted the nationôs history of religious freedom, 

noting for example that religious liberty is properly called the ñFirst 

Freedomò because it is protected at the very beginning of the First 

Amendment to the Constitution, but also because it is ñprior to the state 

itself.ò 

        Religious liberty ñis not merely a privilege that the government 

grants us and so may take away at will. Instead, religious liberty is 

inherent in our very humanity, hard-wired into each and every one of us 

by our Creator,ò he said. ñThus government has a perennial obligation 

to acknowledge and protect religious liberty as fundamental, no matter 

the moral and political trends of the moment. This insight as well is 

reflected in the laws and traditions of our country from its very incep-

tion. The Declaration of Independence boldly proclaimed as a self-

evident truth that our inalienable rights are óendowed by our Creatorôð

not by the State.ò 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      
 

 

The September 21st state council bus trip to Nashville Tennessee was a great success. With 40 passengers 

onboard, our first stop along the way was in Staunton, Virginia to visit the Sunspot Studios where artisans 

demonstrated the techniques they use to blow molten glass into handcrafted decorative objects of many col-

ors.   

        Following that and several miles later, we arrived in the Nashville area for a tour at the Fontanel Man-

sion & Farm, built by Barbara Mandrell.  At the time her home was built there, it was the largest log cabin in 

the world at a cost of $8 million and is still the 5th largest in the world complete with its own indoor pool and 

gun range. This photo shows Barbaraôs ñfamily roomò.  Afterwards the gang enjoyed a dinner at the farm, 

checked into our hotel and then went out for an eveningôs entertainment at the Texas Troubadour Theater to 

see John Beardsley's hit show which pays tribute to the ñKingò, Elvis Presley right there in Music City 

where he recorded over 300 songs. 

        The next day we found ourselves boarding the General Jackson Showboat, the largest paddlewheel riverboat in the country, for a fabulous 

cruise on the Cumberland River.  While walking the gangway, we could see a white horizontal line about 24 feet up on a tall pylon near shore.  That 

marked the rivers crest after the great 2010 flood that Nashville survived ï the single largest disaster to hit Tennessee since the Civil War.  Nonethe-

less, theyôve gotten past it for the most part and we had a great southern meal and were entertained by Tim Watson's "Fiddlinô Around" high energy 

country music and comedy show while cruising lazily down the river.    

        That evening another show, only this time it was the Grand Ole Opry with Jim Ed Brown as the headliner.  Itôs amazing to see how the Opry 

has recovered from the flood ï see the before and after restoration pictures below. Other tours while there included: 

The Belle Meade Plantation with a Greek-Revival mansion built in 1853 on land which grew to 5,400 acres by the end of the 19th Cen-

tury.  The plantation was once a world-

renowned thoroughbred horse farm 

known for breeding and training champi-

onship race horses. 

The Gaylord Opryland Hotel for a lunch and a 

ride on the Delta River Flatboat along 

the scenic indoor river through the beauti-

ful lush gardens of the Gaylord Opryland 

Resort 

A buffet dinner and show at the Nashville 

Nightlife Theatre with headliner Jeannie 

Seely.  The show was hosted by its ower 

and 4th Degree Brother Knight Kenny Janson, who delighted in seeing so many Knights of Columbus members and spouses in his 

dinner theater at one time. 

The Country Music Hall of Fame, the world's largest music museum featuring live music, a working radio 

station, and state-of-the-art exhibits including some of the most memorable and in some case the most tacky 

items you have ever seen.  The tail end of Web Pierceôs Cadillac as shown in this picture, makes the case very 

well. 

        Besides our travelers, the Maryland State Council also came out ahead due to our Nashville visit.  The State 

Scholarship Fund received a check for $1,000 from World Travel Service as a result of this trip.  Thank you Maryann 

Cajun for all you did to make this a fun adventure for everyone! 

Nashville Blast 

Thatôs the reaction that Mary Norris gave when 

she arrived for her regular bingo outing at St. 

Maryôs Church in Upper Marlboro on October 

22nd. 

        Two weeks earlier at the State Councilôs 

Columbus Day Ball, Maryôs name was drawn as 

the 1st place winner for the brand new navy blue 

2012 Ford Mustang. 

        Upon drawing the winning ticket, State 

Incentive Chairman Bill Van Horn did what he 

always does and tried to contact the winner.  No 

answer ï so Bill left a phone message and the 

evening went on. 

        But days passed and no one returned the call.  So Bill made several 

more calls, leaving more messages and received the same response ï 

nothing.  Bill then sent a letter, but the only address provided was a P.O. 

Box, and that got no response either. 

        But on October 22nd, when Mary went to play bingo, she was greeted 

by other ñregularsò as soon as she entered the door. Before even getting  

 

to her chair, questions came flying at her; ñHow 

do you like it?ò ñHave you driven it yet?ò Did 

you bring it tonight?ò Some even got their car 

keys out and starting jingling them at her.  Mary 

did not have a clue as to what this was all about. 

You see when asked about the phone message on 

November 14th, the day she got the keys, Mary 

said, ñIôm tired when I get home at nightò and 

she was not about to go check messages!ò  So 

she didnôt know she won.  Even after so many 

questions at bingo, it really took some time for it 

to sink in.  Then Chairman Bill VanHorn got the 

return phone call he had been waiting for and the 

pickup date was set. 

        When asked about buying the tickets, Mary said she bought six of 

them at bingo.  She didnôt think much of it at the time because her mind 

was on the game, not on the raffle, but her purse was open and the tickets 

were there, soé the rest is history.  Pictured in the photo are Chairman 

Bill Van Horn, Mary Norris and State Deputy Peter Davio. 

Say What?? 
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Altar Server Dinner 
Westminster Council 1393, Westminster, MD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Saturday evening November 5, 2011 after the 4:30 PM Mass, West-

minster, MD. Council #1393 hosted a dinner for all of the altar servers 

at St John Church. Of the 95 servers, over 60 of them and their families 

enjoyed a buffet dinner catered by a local restaurant. Each server was 

presented with a certificate of appreciation and a coupon for a free 

breakfast at any of the remaining breakfasts hosted by the Council. The 

James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly Fourth Degree Color Corps escorted 

the Priest into and out of church as well as the gifts - brought to the 

altar by altar servers - during the Offertory. They also posted the colors 

and led all in the Pledge of Allegiance and The National Anthem. 

Our Knights of Columbus Insurance Field Agents are usually the men on the scene.  They are the ones we see at meetings, degrees, home 

visits, and social events.  However, we rarely get a chance to recognize the two General Agents overseeing the Knights of Columbus Insur-

ance Programs in Maryland ï namely; Harry Canter and Robert Marlowe. 

 

Annual performance standings were reported by Supreme Council in their October 

issue of  Straight Talk and we are proud to announce that two of our General Agents 

ranked in the top ten in the Orderôs Insurance Program.  The Canter Agency services 

16,314 Maryland members or their families and was able to exceed its business goal 

by 129.5% and the Marlowe Agency services 14,784 members or their families, and 

was able to exceed its goal by 152.3%.  They were also recognized in the top ten cat-

egory for: Life applications per 1000 members (Marlowe), Net Life Premium Leaders 

(Marlowe), and number of Long Term Care applications (Canter). 

 

Please offer them your congratulations the next time you see them. 

AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

General Agents Make The Top 10 

 

Bob Marlowe 

 

Harry Canter 

St. Jerome Church 125th Anniversary  
St. Jerome Council 5564, Hyattsville, MD 
 

Bishop Gonzalez, assisted by Fr. 

James Stack celebrated Mass for about 

200 parishioners. This was in celebra-

tion of the 125th anniversary of the St. 

Jerome parish in Hyattsville, Mary-

land. St. Jerome Council 5564 grilled 

and served food, popcorn, and ran a 

pair of moon-bounce activities for 

about 3-dozen kids.  We used the 

occasion to launch our membership 

drive.  On hand was Martin 

Luchansky, the Maryland State 

Membership Director. 

        Two new members were re-

cruited and  they each successfully 

completed their First Degree on November 15th. 

Sunday October 2nd St Michaelôs 

church in Poplar Springs had a special 

presentation after their 10:30 Mass. 

Before the recessional song Fr Mike 

Ruane invited Grand Knight John So-

tak, Council Youth chairman Jack Ge-

otz, District Deputy Dirk Griffin, and 

Maryland State Youth Activities Direc-

tor Thomas Greul to the altar. Grand 

Knight John Sotak asked Fiona Rowan 

to come up on the altar and then an-

nounced to the congregation that Fiona 

was the Knights of Columbus Interna-

tional Basketball Free Throw Winner.  

At ten years old, Fiona completed 23 of 25 free throw shots to  

become the international winner in her 

division. Representing Maryland State 

Council of the Knights of Columbus, 

State Deputy Peter Davio, State Direc-

tor Greul presented Fiona with the In-

ternational trophy and passed along the 

heartfelt congratulations of the entire 

Maryland state team and best wishes 

for her in this yearôs upcoming free 

throw competition. 

        Pictured here are: back row - Dis-

trict Deputy Griffin, Grand Knight So-

tak, Pastor Fr Mike Ruane and State 

Director Thomas Greul; front row - 

Fiona and her parents. 

Maryland International Free Throw Winner Recognized 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

Donated bicycles leaned against a tree, their spindled wheels destined 

for new type of terrain thousands of miles away. 

        The bikes, including an orange Kent 10-speed, could be shipped to 

Costa Rica as early as November 19th, through Bikes for the World, an 
organization that 

brings the two-

wheelers to people 

overseas for trans-

portation and eco-

nomic needs. 

        The Knights of 

Columbus San Juan 

Bosco Council No. 

14726 collected 

about 30 bikes Sat-

urday through a 

donation drive at St. 

Johns at Prospect 

Hall in Frederick 

for the Arlington-based bicycle nonprofit organization. 

        The 10-speed belonged to Tonya Fitzwater of Walkersville. ñThe 

bike ended up in my momôs garage and it wasnôt being used,ò she said. 

ñNow I have a mountain bike, so I donôt need the 10-speed. I saw the 

event last year, but wasnôt able to make it, so I went on the [Bikes for 

the World] website and saw there was a local collection.ò 

        Jose Rector, Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus Bishop 

MacNamara Council No. 1622, said he introduced the San Juan Bosco 

Council to Bikes for the World organization because he thought the 

destination of the bikes would hit home with group members. ñMost of 

the bikes wound up in their home countries of South and Central Ameri-

ca,ò Rector said. ñI thought it would be near and dear to their hearts.ò 

        Bikes collected in 2010 were shipped to Ghana, Uganda, Costa 

Rica, Panama and Barbados, according to Bikes for the Worldôs website, 

BikesfortheWorld.org. But bicycles collected will have mostly new 

destinations this year. They will travel to Guatemala, Honduras, Costa 

Rica or El Salvador, said Keith Oberg, Bikes for the World director. 

        In 2010, the nonprofit shipped more than 9,000 bicycles, Oberg 

said. The group hopes to ship more than that this year, Oberg said. 

        Donation drives organized by religious groups are only some of the 

collection resources, Oberg said. Universities, Scouts organizations  

 

and community events contribute to the success of the bringing bicycles 

to developing countries. 

        John OôConnor of Frederick said he found out about the drive 

through his church bulletin.  

        ñIôm a senior 

citizen and I didnôt 

use it as much as I 

thought I would,ò he 

said. ñIôve had this 

bike eight to 10 

years, but Iôm not in 

the bike mode. Itôs 

in pretty good con-

dition because itôs 

sat in my garage. It 

was taking up space 

so I brought it in.ò 

        The turnaround 

time from donation 

to distribution depends on the destination. Typically, the time frame is 

one month. Saturdayôs collection will be shipped out of Lorton, Va., but 

if the bikes donôt make that boat, they could end up sitting at the Lorton 

collection site for a couple of months waiting for another one, Oberg 

said. ñOf course, the faster [the bikes ship] out, the quicker they get 

used,ò Oberg said. Regardless of shipping time, people like knowing 

their bicycle has a second chance, Rector said. 

        ñPeople are more happy that the bicycle theyôre donating is going 

to a developing nation, where it will be used as a mode of transportation 

instead of taking it to a Salvation Army or Goodwill where it will wind 

up at one of those places after a few years,ò he said. 

        Bikes have more value in other countries than in the U.S., where 

they sometimes are seen as a surplus, Oberg said. A bicycle make a 

world of difference in every day lives of people in other countries.  

        ñThese [bikes] will wind up in developing nations where it will 

provide income for someone who fixes it and sells it at a reasonable 

price to someone who would rather pedal 20 miles to school or work 

rather than walk,ò Rector said. ñWhat we take for granted, the recrea-

tional aspect of a bike, is their family vehicle.ò  

        For information on donating a bicycle, go to 

www.BikesfortheWorld.org. [Gazette.Net - By Kacie Peterson] 

Knights of Columbus collect used bikes 
San Juan Bosco Council 14726, Frederick, MD 

 

 

 

Farewell to Fr.  Mark 
Havre De Grace Council 2002, Perryville, MD 

 

After almost seven years as the Catholic 

chaplain at Perry Point Veterans Hospital, 

Father Mark Oguamanam was ordered to 

return to his home diocese in Nigeria.  This 

was partly due to the death of his bishop in 

2010 and his replacement has not yet been 

named.  Father is a wonderful person and 

priest, loved by many he has served and 

served with him. 

        For many years, a standing project sponsored by St Francis Xavier 

Assembly, No. 380, has been to escort wheelchair-bound patients at the 

hospital to mass.  Naturally, the assembly, consisting of Councils 2002, 

2427, 4714, and 6188, has accepted Fr Mark as a good friend.  Not only 

because he took care of the spiritual needs of our veterans, but he took 

care of us and loves being a naturalized citizen of the United States. 

        When the assembly found out in July that he would likely leave 

Perry Point about the end of November, it was decided to give him a 

going away dinner.  The date was finalized for November 25th at The 

Bayou Restaurant in Havre de Grace.  Representatives of each council 

were present to wish Father a fond farewell and bestow upon him small 

tokens of our appreciation for his service to us, our veterans, and to our 

church. 

        We found out he will be traveling to Michigan for about a week to 

undergo some training.  He is to then travel back to his Nigerian home 

diocese to await further instructions.  He is praying very hard to return 

to Maryland as he has thoroughly enjoyed his time here ï except for the 

cold weather.  He may visit his birth home of Biafra if the political cli-

mate allows.  He may be sent to Michigan, although that is one of his 

last choices ï again too cold.  But he will go where needed as he is obe-

dient to the Church and his superiors.  Wherever he is sent his love of 

the Catholic faith, our God and His Son, and the United States will be 

foremost on the mind of this humble, gentle man. 
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AROUND THE BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD      

State Soccer Shootout 
Maryland State Council, MD 

 

We had an overflow crowd of 

participants at the Maryland 

State Soccer Shootout finals at 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Church on November 12th.  Sev-

enty-five (75) boys and girls par-

ticipated with parents and friends 

cheering non-stop. Fifteen broth-

er knights helped to make this another successful event. When the 

dust settled, the following were presented trophies as winners in 

their age groups: 

     Age Group             Boys                Girls 

     6 & Under      Josh Bowlin      Alexandra Howard 

     7 - 8       Dylan Dossou      Natalie Bosche 

     9 - 10       Tolulope Telli      Gabrielle Brady 

     11 - 12      Garrett Lyons      Emily Caldorelli 

     13 - 14      Cal Dymowski     Julioa Giordano 

     15 - 18      Joe Rohr      Corryn Burlew 

Right To Life - Baby Bottles 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Council 7612, Owings Mills, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Council 7612 along with the Right to Life 

Committee of St. Josephôs Catholic Community church joined together 

for a fund raiser.  Knightôs handed out empty baby bottles after Mass, 

asking parishioners to fill the baby bottle with their loose change over 

the course of lent, and return the bottle with their donation the first 

weekend after Easter. 

        On Thursday July 28th we had a nice reception and check presen-

tation to Tender Care Pregnancy Consultation Services. The total 

amount given to the Care Center was $10,468.03, of which $9,044.00 

came from the baby bottle drive.  The remaining funds came from the 

St. Josephôs Respect Life Committeeôs various fundraisers for the Cen-

ter. Sue Hoffman came down to accept the check.  She was excited 

about opening the center in Westminster and thanks all of you for your 

contributions.  

New Evangelization Program 

Fr. Peter Paul Maher 6793, Olney MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Back in June, Fr. Thomas Kalita, pastor of St. Peterôs Church in Olney, 

Maryland challenged us to learn more about our faith and to spend more 

time in prayer. He asked us to participate in one or more of the seven 

archdiocesan-sponsored óHearts Aflameô courses, given as part of Cardi-

nal Wuerlôs óNew Evangelizationô program to equip us to be better wit-

nesses of our Catholicism and the gospel message of Jesus. On October 

3rd, 12-members of our council, 5 council spouses, and 15 other parish-

ioners of St. Patrickôs and St. Peterôs parishes gathered at St. Peterôs 

church for the first of six two-hour plus óHearts Aflameô sessions on óThe 

Creedô led by Fr. Joseph Rogers, our councilôs chaplain. The sessions 

covered the Essential Truths of the Catholic Faith so that we could ócome 

to know and believe in the love God has for us.ô 

        Fr. Rogersô compelling and comprehensive presentations explained 

the biblical references to verify the existence of God the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. He showed us how the New Testament fulfilled the 

prophecies of the Old Testament. Among other things, his sessions re-

counted the Annunciation, Transfiguration, Baptism, Resurrection, As-

cension, and the Pentecost. 

        This course by Fr. Rogers taught us more about the connectedness 

between the Old and New Testaments than we had ever known before. If 

you get a chance to attend any of Fr. Rogersô future óHearts Aflameô 

courses, please donôt pass up the opportunity! 

Double Star & International Surge Award 

Fr. Michael C. Kidd Council 14455, Mitchellville, MD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

State Deputy Peter Davio, State Membership Director Martin Luchan-

sky and District Deputy #3 James Seidleck visited Holy Family parish 

in Michellville, Maryland on Sunday, November 6th. In addition to 

attending the 9:30 A.M. Mass, their visit included the presentation to 

the Fr. Michael C. Kidd Council 14455 the prestigious Double Star 

Council Award for fraternal year 2010-2011.  The council was also 

presented with the Supreme Council International Activities Award (4th 

Place)  

      The State Deputy expressed tremendous pleasure in making the 

presentation of awards to PGK Geony Provido and current GK James 

Murry at the Sunday Mass. He stressed the importance of the awards to 

the parishioners and their significance in view of the brief history of 

the council. Additionally, he highlighted the contributions and support 

provided by the Knights of Columbus to the Church and community. 

At the conclusion of the presentation ceremony, State Deputy Davio 

asked all the knights of the council to stand and be seen by the parish-

ioners. The resulting applause and acknowledgement was tremendous 

and each knight beamed with pride. 


